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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  

This is the time of the year when we start inviting members to 
renew their membership, and this year is no exception. Two 
major events are awaiting us in 2020: the ISBIS Conference at 
Brock University, in St. Catharines, Canada, on July 28-30; and 
the first ISBIS Regional Conference, to be held in Kochi, India, 
on December 28-30. You will find news items about them in the 
next pages. Both of them require great efforts, both financially 
and in terms of working hours, and I am very grateful to the 
people who are working to make them a great success (in par-
ticular Martina Vandebroek and Ejaz Ahmed for Canada, and 
Asha Gopalakrishnan and N. Balakrishna for India). You can 
contribute to them by submitting a paper or organizing a ses-
sion, or just attending them. Please mark your calendar!  

 
Pretty soon, our Past President, Nalini Ravishanker, will send a message to all the ISI 

community inviting people to submit session proposals for the next ISI World Statistics 

Congress (WSC), of which she is the Chair of the Scientific 

Program Committee (congratulations!). I encourage ISBIS 

members and friends (i.e. those who are not members but 

should…) to submit session proposals. WSCs offer great op-

portunities to meet, network and share participants’ work 

with people from different statistical fields. The WSC will be 

in mid-July in 2021 in The Hague, The Netherlands. We will 

organize also an ISBIS satellite meeting before the WSC. We 

have not thought yet about the location but suggestions and 

volunteers are welcome (provided they are from Western or 

Central Europe, given the ISI rules about satellite meetings).  

Regarding other regional events, we (Nalini and I) 

have been working for a long while with Eman 

Khorsheed to organize an ISBIS sponsored event 

in Bahrain and it is now almost sure that it will 

occur on November 24-26, 2020. I am also trying 

to convince a friend of mine to organize another ISBIS event in Latin America, possibly in 

November 2020. If unsuccessful, I have a backup solution! I hope to report on both of 

them in the next issue of the newsletter.  

 

www.isbis-isi.org 

Nalini Ravishanker 

Fabrizio Ruggeri 

http://www.isbis-isi.org
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We are planning activities also in developing countries, although we can not get anymore the World Bank funds that we 

used to get through ISI. Now we have to rely on our own resources and sponsors, but we will keep going (especially if 

our ISBIS Conference brings us good revenues!). We have been supporting events organized by Olawale Awe in Nigeria 

and we are glad to continue the cooperation. We are very interested in continuing the cooperation with Malaysia after 

the successful satellite meeting there last August (and our experience on how they took care of it!). Given the limited 

resources, we have to concentrate them where we can have a continuous impact. The work in Nigeria goes in such di-

rection, since there is continuity from one year to the next one. Unfortunately, we have no funds to support people 

from developing countries to attend the ISBIS Conference in Canada. In my opinion, it is better to spend 2000 euros to 

support flight and lodging for a distinguished lecturer giving a course to many people in a developing country than 

spending the same amount for one person from those countries to attend our Conference. The benefit will be for many 

and not just for one. The situation might be different for our Regional Conference in India: costs should be much lower!  

Our finances are in good shape but we need to manage them carefully, as explained earlier about our capacity building 

activities. We rely a lot on our ISBIS Conference to improve our finances and also on the increase of the ISBIS member-

ship. That’s why it is important that you renew your membership or apply for a new one. We do not get much from 

each individual membership (and we even decided to leave the fees at the same level as in 2019) but we can get a lot if 

the number of members is large. We (Nalini and I) have been pushing ISI a lot at the recent WSC about providing clear 

rules for corporate membership. We have no well-established rules yet about what we can ask and offer, but we are 

working on it! I invite all of you to consider the possibility that your company or institution can become an ISBIS Corpo-

rate member and act to make it possible. We will offer visibility through our channels (website and ISBIS News, mostly) 

as well as discounts for the participation in meetings.  

ISI is creating an Income Generating Task Force since the financial issue is relevant for the entire ISI community. The 
seven ISI Associations (including ISBIS) selected two people to be part of such task force, its goal is to find ways to gen-
erate new income for ISI to support its many activities. Cooperation with ISI and other ISI Associations is growing: ISI 
just launched a Data Science initiative and ISBIS is contributing to the steering group through its President-Elect, Dan 
Jeske. Dan is also organizing a session at the ENBIS (European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics) in Valen-
cia, Spain, in September 2020. We are working to cooperate with other associations, within and outside ISI, and ENBIS 
is a natural partner. David Steinberg, on behalf of ENBIS, will organize a session at our ISBIS Conference in Canada. Fur-
thermore, our journal, ASMBI, is publishing papers stemming from conferences organized by ENBIS, such as the forth-
coming issue on Data Science and the call recently launched about Industry 4.0 (see the Call for Submissions elsewhere 
in this issue). 
 
We are going to work on the website to make it more attractive. We would like to have more contributions for our Blog 

and I invite you to contact me if you would like to contribute. In the meanwhile, you can read what Ron Kenett wrote 

on “A pragmatic view on the role of Statistics and statisticians in modern data analytics” at https://

blogisbis.wordpress.com/ and comment on it. 

I would be glad to hear from you at fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it. Happy holidays to all of you! 

Fabrizio Ruggeri, ISBIS President (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it) 
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THE ASMBI REPORT 

 

 

 

 

I start my report with the following quote: 

 “The aim of this paper is to frame Data Science, a fashion and emerging topic nowa-

days in the context of business and industry. We open with a discussion about the 

origin of Data Science, and its requirement for a challenging mix of capability in data 

analytics, information technology and business know-how. The mission of Data Sci-

ence is to provide new or revised computational theory able to extract useful infor-

mation from the massive volumes of data collected at an accelerating pace. In fact, 

besides the traditional measurements, digital data obtained from images, text, audio, 

sensors, etc. complement the survey. Then we review the different and most popular 

methodologies amongst the practitioners of Data Science research and applications. 

And since the emerging field requires personnel with new competences, we attempt 

to describe the Data Scientist profile, one of the sexiest jobs of the 21st Century according to Davenport and 

Patil. Most people are aware of the need to embrace Data Science, but they feel intimidated that they don ’t 

understand it and they worry that their jobs will disappear. We want to encourage them: Data Science is more 

likely to add value to jobs and enrich the lives of working people by helping them make better, more informed 

business decisions. We conclude the paper by presenting examples of Data Science in action in business and 

industry, to demonstrate the collection of specialist skills that must come together for this new science to be 

effective.” 

If you want to know more about the paper mentioned above, you have to wait until February when you will 

be able to find “A Review of Data Science in Business and Industry and a Future View” by Grazia Vicario and 

Shirley Coleman on the website of the journal, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15264025, in the first 

issue of 2020. Other distinguished statisticians will discuss the paper, which introduces also others, in a spe-

cial issue edited by Grazia Vicario and Nicola Torelli, stemming from a conference in Torino, Italy.  

Such special paper will not be the only one in the first issue of 2020 (as usual, with open access for the entire 

year). There will be another selection of papers stemming from the Modelling Smart Grids and Energy Day 

workshops held in Prague. The Guest Editors are Jaromir Antoch and Gejza Dohnal. 
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Other special issues are planned, as you can see from this newsletter as well. I just want to mention two of them: 

 

• Business Analytics and Data Science, edited by Tahir Ekin, Gavino Puggioni and Paulo Rodrigues (a group of young 
people!) – Deadline: February 1, 2020 

• Statistics, Statistical Engineering, and Innovation for Industry 4.0, edited by Rossella Berni, Jesús Fernando López-
Fidalgo and Geoff Vining – Deadline: June 30, 2020 

 

And we just accepted a proposal for a special issue on Block Chain for Logistic Industry, for which we expect contribu-

tions also from the Computer Science community. More details, including the Call for Submissions, appears elsewhere 

in this issue of ISBIS News. As you can see, we are trying to give our attention to the “coolest” topics in Business and 

Industry and you can give your own, submitting your own papers either to those special issues 

or as regular research papers. The place is https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/asmb. 

 P.S. Regarding free issues, you have your last chance to download for free the first 2019 issue 
centered around “Birnbaum‐Saunders distribution: A review of models, analysis, and appli-
cations” by Balakrishnan and Kundu and the related discussion, followed by an interview with 
Sam Saunders by Leiva and the first paper in the Practitioner’s Corner by Fisher and Kordu-
pleski on “Good and bad market research: A critical review of Net Promoter Score”. There is 
a better way to get those papers and all those published in ASMBI: become an ISBIS member 
(or renew your membership) and ask for password to the ISBIS Vice-President for Member-
ship & Outreach, Tahir Ekin (tahirekin@txstate.edu). 

 

Fabrizio Ruggeri, ASMBI Editor-in-Chief (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it) 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE y-BIS REPORT 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

Let me give you an update about y-BIS. From 25 to 28 September in Istanbul, Turkey, 
we had a successful y-BIS sponsored conference. I want to thank all people who made it 
possible, especially Tahir Ekin and Ozan Kocadagli as past y-BIS Vice-President and Gen-
eral Chair of the Local Organizing Committee, respectively. You can read more about the 
event in the post-conference report elsewhere in this issue. 
 
The last few months have been useful to start planning the next two years. Firstly, we 
have been working to enlarge the presence of y-BIS in the 2020 ISBIS Conference, trying 
to organize two sessions directed to y-BIS members. Moreover, we have started work-
ing in the organization of a Data Contest for young statisticians, further details about it 

will be provided in the next newsletters. Another important item is the organization of 
the next y-BIS Conference that will be held in 2021. If you would like to be part of any of 

these efforts or just provide your suggestions, please contact me at frigau@unica.it. 

Thank you, 

Luca Frigau, y-BIS Vice-President 
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REPORT FROM THE VP FOR MEMBERSHIP AND OUTREACH 

 

Dear colleagues, 

I hope you all are having a great holiday season. In this first report of mine as VP for 
Membership and Outreach, I will aim to provide you an overview of recent develop-
ments and a few bookkeeping items. 

The first and the most important: please take your time to RENEW! Current members 
will receive an email from ISI that points them to the renewal link. But you even don’t 
need to wait for that. 

You can login with your credentials at http://www.isbis-isi.org/membership.html and 
renew by submitting the online payment and getting your receipt. I know there is a lot 
going on at the end of the year with the end of the semester and potential holiday 
travel. But this renewal would not take more than 5 minutes, and ensure that we 

keep going strong as a society. Your society membership benefits include free online access to the journal Ap-
plied Stochastic Models in Business and Industry and the opportunity to learn about and become engaged 
with a variety of ISBIS events through this newsletter in addition to the reduced registration fees for our con-
ferences. If you have not already been a member of ISI, please also consider joining ISI at the same time you 
renew with ISBIS. ISI membership provides access to resources such as conferences, workshops and journals 
for all 7 societies of ISI, with ISBIS being just one of those.  

The second development is related to the sustainable growth of our society across all over the world. We aim 
to demonstrate the appeal of the ISBIS membership to a wider audience through the confer-
ences we organize and sponsor. We hope to have ongoing relationships with these attendees 
and have them as active members in our society. To that end, I have had the chance of follow-
ing up with the attendees of ISBIS sponsored meetings in Nigeria, Malaysia and Turkey. We 
have members from 60 countries with great geographical distribution. The median number of 
members per country is 2.  I plan to provide a more detailed analysis in the next newsletters.  

As part of outreach activities, now we have social media presence at Twitter and Linkedin: 

https://twitter.com/isbis_isi 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/isbis-isi 

If you already have not, please follow our ISBIS pages; retweet our 
posts and spread the word! 

Finally, I will kindly ask you to take the opportunity to reach out and encourage a colleague to join ISBIS at the 

same time you renew. Younger colleagues can be encouraged to join to get involved with our y-BIS group at 

reduced registration fees. All colleagues can be encouraged to join to enjoy the global networking and collab-

oration opportunities that ISBIS membership facilitates. 

Thank you all for your support of ISBIS! Please let me know if you have any recommendations to increase our 

society’s membership levels and enthusiasm and for outreach. 

Happy holidays,  

Tahir Ekin, tahirekin@txstate.edu, VP for Membership and Outreach  
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ASMBI Special Issue on 
“Statistics, Statistical Engineering, and Innovation for Industry 4.0” 

 
CALL FOR PAPERS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The official journal of ISBIS, the International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics, Applied Stochastic 
Models in Business and Industry (ASMBI), https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15264025, invites contribu-
tions for a special issue devoted to advances in Statistics and Statistical Engineering towards Industry 4.0, fol-
lowing the Workshop “Statistics and Innovation for Industry 4.0” http://www.steering.academy/WS2020/
index.html, which will be held in Florence (Italy), February 20-21, 2020. The Event is organized by the Interu-
niversity Research Centre StEering: Design, Quality and Reliability, and by the Department of Statistics, 
Computer Science, Applications “G. Parenti”, University of Florence (Italy). The Workshop also benefits from 
the scientific support of the Beijing Institute of Technology, the Renmin University of China, and the Europe-
an Network for Business and Industrial Statistics-ENBIS.  

 
The objective of the special issue is to present recent developments in Statistics that are relevant to success-
fully address the new challenges that can rise in an “ERA 4.0”, e.g. technological and engineering issues. The 
focus will be on the interface between Statistics and Engineering, also considering other related aspects, such 
as Big Data and other analytics projects, with emphasis on applications in line with the usual topics of ASMBI.  
 
Papers should present either innovative methodologies to improve Statistical Engineering, or forceful applica-
tions of existing methods. Interdisciplinary papers (from the engineering world) using known statistical meth-
ods are welcome if they present remarkable case studies. All the papers will be refereed very rigorously. Spe-
cial issues have the same quality as regular ones. Submissions are not restricted to papers presented at the 
Workshop 2020. All submissions will go through the standard, ASMBI’s selective review process. Submissions 
are possible until June 30th, 2020 through the website http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/asmb.  
 
Please follow the ASMBI author submission guidelines given on the ASMBI website and clicking on the box 
about submissions for special issues, mentioning “Statistics and Innovation for Industry 4.0” when request-
ed.  
 
The Guest Editors of the special issue will be Rossella Berni (rossella.berniATunifi.it), Jesús Fernando López-
Fidalgo (fidalgATunav.es) and Geoff Vining (viningATvt.edu). For any information about the ASMBI journal, 
please contact its Editor-in-Chief, Fabrizio Ruggeri (fabrizioATmi.imati.cnr.it) or visit the journal’s webpage. 

 

Rossella Berni <rossella.berni@unifi.it>, on behalf of the Guest Editors 
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ASMBI’S Special Issue on 
“Block Chain for Logistic Industry” 

 
CALL FOR PAPERS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The official journal of ISBIS, the International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics, Applied Stochastic 
Models in Business and Industry (ASMBI), https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/15264025, invites contribu-
tions for a special issue devoted to Block Chain for Logistic Industry. 
 
The objective of the issue is to gather original research work and studies carried out towards understanding 
the significance of block chain usage in logistic industry and to shed more light on how block chain usage pro-
motes transparency, enhances performance and distributed access along with enhanced security in logistic 
domain and in line with the traditional topics of ASMBI. 
 
Papers should present innovative methodologies in Block Chain and/or forceful applications of existing meth-
ods. All submissions will go through ASMBI’s standard, selective review process. Submissions are possible un-
til May 14th, 2020 through the website http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/asmb.   
 
Please follow the ASMBI author submission guidelines given on the ASMBI website and clicking on the box 
about submissions for special issues, mentioning “Block Chain for Logistic Industry” when requested.  
 
The Guest Editors of the special issue will include Katherine Bennett Ensor (ASMBI Editor; ensor@rice.edu),  
Priyan Malarvizhi Kumar (P.Malarvizhikumar@mdx.ac.uk), Ching-Hsien Hsu (chh@chu.edu.tw) and Gautam 
Srivastava (srivastavag@brandonu.ca).  For any information about ASMBI, please contact its Editor-in-Chief, 
Fabrizio Ruggeri (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it). 
 

Priyan Malarvizhi Kumar <P.MalarvizhiKumar@mdx.ac.uk>, on behalf of the Guest Editors 
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2020 ISBIS Conference (ISBIS 2020) 

28-30 July 2020 

Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

The 2020 ISBIS Conference will take place on July 28-30, 2020 at Brock Univer-
sity, St. Catharines, Canada (20 km West of Niagara Falls). The conference 
aims to bring together researchers and practitioners from across the world 
who use Statistics in business or industrial contexts. The conference focus is on 
recent advancements in methodology and as well as on best practices and in-
novative applications. The ISBIS conferences promote communication among 
researchers and practitioners to enable and ensure the development and 
widespread use of novel insights and methodology. 

 Keynote Speakers: 

We are delighted to announce the participation of the following distinguished 
speakers who will deliver keynote addresses: 

 

 

      

 

 

 

              

            Stefan Steiner                          Bonnie Ray                      Bianca M. Colosimo        Julie (Novak) Beckley   

     University of Waterloo                    Talkspace                      Politecnico di Milano                      Netflix 

                  Canada                                       USA                                            Italy                                      USA 

Short Courses: 
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Scientific Program Committee: 

Martina Vandebroek (Chair), Syed Ejaz Ahmed (Co-Chair), Farouk Nathoo, Ling Long Kong, Alexsey Polu-
chenko, Galit Shmueli, Beatriz Etchegaray Garcia, Rituparna Sen, Qihe Tang, Allison Jones-Farmer and Riaan 
De Jongh. 

 

Important Dates: 

• February 15, 2020: Deadline for submission of invited session proposals (information on organizer, topic 
and the names of 3 speakers)  

• February 15, 2020: Deadline for submission of contributed papers and posters (title and abstract) 

• March 15, 2020: Notification of acceptance of invited session proposals 

• April 1, 2020: Notification of acceptance of contributed papers and posters 

• April 1, 2020: Deadline for submission of title and abstract of invited session papers 

The conference website is under construction. Once functional, an announcement will be sent out to the 
ISBIS membership to this effect.  

Martina Vandebroek, on behalf of the Scientific Program Committee 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

International Conference on 

Advanced Statistical Techniques in Business and Industry 

28-30 December 2020 

Indian Medical Association Hall, Kochi, Kerala, India 

http://statconferencecusat.co.in 

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT 

The International Conference on Advanced Statistical 

Techniques in Business and Industry is a regional confer-

ence of the International Society for Business and Indus-

trial Statistics (ISBIS). The conference is organized by the 

Department of Statistics, Cochin University of Science & 

Technology, Kerala, India, and will be held on 8–30 De-

cember 2020. The Convener of the Conference is Dr. N. 

Balakrishna, Department of Statistics, CUSAT, Kochi – 

682022, Kerala, India. Direct your e-mail messages to 

isbiscochin20@gmail.com or by phone at 91-9446605682.  
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About the Conference 

 The International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS) selected Kochi as the  venue for its re-

gional conference in December 2020. Further, this conference is a part of the activity 

of the Department of Statistics, CUSAT, under the SAP-DRS Level III of the University 

Grants Commission, India. The conference is a significant event as 2020 is the Silver 

Jubilee year of the Department of Statistics, CUSAT.  The primary objective of the 

conference is to provide a platform for disseminating recent developments on statis-

tical methods for different fields of application in general, Business and Industry in 

particular.  Aiming to expose young researchers and students to ideas in the theory 

and applications of Statistics, the seminar will consist of expository talks by experts 

in addition to invited talks and contributory sessions. The sessions will include delib-

erations in the area of Reliability Theory, Survival Analysis, Probability Theory, Statistical Inference, Industrial 

Statistics, Data Mining, Stochastic Models, Queuing and Inventory Models, Time Series Analysis, Linear Mod-

els, Design of Experiments, Biostatistics, Bioinformatics, Statistical Genetics, Multivariate Methods and Survey 

Sampling, Data Science, Machine Learning, etc.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you in Kochi! 

Asha Gopalakrishnan <asha@cusat.ac.in>, Chair of the Scientific Program Committee 

 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming ISBIS Organized Invited Paper Sessions at Other Conferences 
 
@ LACSC 2020: Fifth Latin American Conference on Sta-
tistical Computing ●  9-11 June 2020 ●   Department of 
Statistics and Department of Industrial & Operations En-
gineering, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México 
(ITAM), Mexico City  ●  http://lacsc2020.itam.mx./  

→  ISBIS Session Organizer and contact: Fabrizio Ruggeri 
<fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it>  

 
@CARMA 2020: 3rd International Conference on Ad-
vanced Research Methods and Analytics  ●  July 8 – 9, 
2020 ●  Valencia, Spain  ●  http://carmaconf.org 

→ ISBIS Session Organizer and contact: Caterina Liberati <caterina.liberati@unimib.it>   

 
@ENBIS 2020: 20th Annual Conference of the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics 
(ENBIS) ●   28-30 September 2020  ●  Technical University of Valencia, Valencia, Spain  ●  https://enbis.org/
activities/events/current/627_ENBIS_20_in_Valencia/ 

→ ISBIS Session Organizer and contact: Daniel R. Jeske <daniel.jeske@ucr.edu> 
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ISBIS SUPPORT/ENDORSEMENT OF EVENTS FOR 2020 
 

We invite ISBIS members interested in organizing an 
event (workshop, course, seminar) during 2020 to con-
tact the ISBIS President, Fabrizio Ruggeri, fab-
rizio@mi.imati.cnr.it, by January 31, 2020. 

 

The message should contain information on the type of 
event (description, possible participants and their num-
ber, possible speakers, location, date, website if availa-
ble) and the requested ISBIS involvement (financial and/
or statistical support or endorsement). 

 

Endorsement implies just the possibility of using ISBIS logo and ISBIS channels to promote the event, whereas 
ISBIS members should be entitled to a reduced fee, if any. 

 

Statistical support means that ISBIS can advise about possible speakers and/or members of scientific com-
mittees. 

 

Financial support will be provided only to a very limited number of events, on a competitive basis. ISBIS mem-
bers should be entitled to a reduced fee and an ISBIS representative should be in the Scientific Committee, if 
any, besides allowing for the use of ISBIS logo and ISBIS channels to promote the event. 

 

Fabrizio Ruggeri, ISBIS President (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it) 
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ISBIS 2019 Regional Workshop on 

Time Series Analysis with Big Data Applications 

Anchor University Lagos, Nigeria 

September 9-11, 2019 

 

A POST-WORKSHOP REPORT 

 

The ISBIS 2019 Regional Workshop took place in the serene campus of Anchor University Lagos, Nigeria. The 

campus has exquisite facilities for workshops and conferences. The local organizers of the workshop, support-

ed by the Anchor University Management, enthusiastically welcomed the workshop participants who came 

from 3 different countries. The workshop was a train-the-trainer workshop that taught participants on the 

tools and techniques of basic and applied time series modelling with big data applications. On Monday 9th of 

September 2019, Mr Sanusi, the Head of Strategic and Communication of Anchor University welcomed all 

the participants to the workshop. He recognized the presence of Prof. Joseph Afolayan, the Vice Chancellor 

of Anchor University, Prof. Johnson Fatokun, the Dean of Faculty of Science and Science Education, the re-

source persons-Prof. Olusanya Elisa Olubusoye, Prof. Adebare Afees Salisu from University of Ibadan and Dr. 

Olawale Awe, a Member of the ISBIS Council and Convener of the workshop. Professor Afolayan, the Chief 

Host of the workshop, gave his opening speech, then he declared the workshop opened. On a lighter note, he 

noted: “the last ISBIS 2018 regional workshop was held on 11th day of the 9th Month of 2018. Today ISBIS 

2019 starts at 11:00 am on the 9th of September 2019”. He talked about Anchor University and the relevance 

of the workshop in modern times. He also acknowledged the effort of ISBIS for being consistent in capacity 

building. During the opening ceremony, there were 28 participants from 3  different  countries  in  attendance  
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and a total of 35 participants attended the workshop, out of which 23 expressed their intention to join ISBIS/
ISI.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights of the presentations 

 

• The workshop started with the keynote presentation by Professor Johnson Fatokun. The distinguished 
Professor gave an impeccable presentation on the importance of Time Series and Big Data Analytics in 
the 21st Century while noting the challenges of big data which include data capturing, accuracy, storing, 
searching, sharing, analysis, etc. 

 

• The first lecture was on Big Data: Issues and Analysis of High-Dimensional Data, taught by Prof. O. E. 
Olubusoye. In the course of his lecture he talked about some Developments in Multivariate Time Series 
Analysis (MTSA). 

 

• Prof. A. A. Salisu gave a lecture on Forecasting Financial Series with The Naïve, Moving Average and Ex-
ponential Smoothing Methods on day one. This was a practical session where he discussed on Statistical 
vs. Dynamic Forecasts of Big Data. 

 

• Prof. Afees A. Salisu, continued from where he stopped in his previous lecture on day two, after which Dr. 
Olawale Awe gave a lecture on the Box-Jenkings Methodology for Autoregressive Integrated Moving 
Average (ARIMA) models for univariate time series forecasts. 

 

• Prof. A. A. Salisu gave another lecture on Forecasting High Frequency Series Using GARCH–Type Models 
on day three. He also taught on Forecasting with Multivariate Models. After the tea break on day three, a 
guest speaker, Prof. Dr. Ralf-Dieter Rogler (an Electrical Engineer from Germany), gave a presentation on 
his Software and Big Data Analysis with Engineering Applications. 
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Participants’ Comments on the Workshop 

 

• Ogunlusi Gbenga from Nigeria thanked the organizers of the workshop. He observed that the course is so 
robust, educative and interesting that eight (8) hours each day seemed not to be enough. Jackline from 
Ghana commented on how the workshop opened her up to the ideas of what she would like to include in 
her future research papers. 

 

• Paul, also from Ghana, commented that he was exposed to more forecasting innovations for developed 
countries. He was able to network with intellectuals from different sectors during the workshop. He also 
applauded the organizers and ISBIS for giving him funding to attend the workshop. 

 

• Princewill Okwoche, a participant from South Africa, also thanked ISBIS and the organizers of the work-
shop. He said the workshop exceeded his expectations while being very appreciative of the funding and 
knowledge gained.  

 

Meeting in Numbers 

 

A total of 35 participants attended the workshop. 8 participants were given travel grants; 3 participants came 
from Ghana, 1 from South Africa, and 4 from Nigeria - 2 from Nasarawa State, 1 from Abuja and 1 from Imo 
State. The workshop was highly successful!  
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The Nigeria Workshop in Pictures 
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Olawale Awe, on behalf of the Organizing Committee 
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y-BIS 2019: Young Business and Industrial Statisticians Workshop on  
Recent Advances in Data Science and Business Analytics 

September 25-28, 2019 
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, Bomonti Campus, Istanbul, Turkey 

http://ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr 

 

A POSTCONFERENCE REPORT 

 

On the behalf of the Local Organizing Committee we were pleased to welcome 

the participants to our y-BIS 2019 Conference: Recent Advances in Data Sci-

ence and Business Analytics at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University in Istanbul 

on Sep. 25-28. This was the fourth conference that has been arranged and 

sponsored by ISBIS/y-BIS. The purpose of y-BIS 2019 was to bring together 

young researchers and professionals working in academia and the business 

world such as finance, medicine, insurance, energy, etc. y-BIS 2019 provided 

many opportunities for the participants such as meeting each other, sharing 

scientific and professional experiences, and promoting new collaborations and 

international cooperation as well as interesting scientific programs and social 

events.  
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The scientific program consisted of 10 keynote speakers, 8 workshops with 11 speakers, 3 invited and 16 con-

tributed parallel sessions with 70 speakers and one poster session. We would like to thank all the speakers 

and, in particular the Keynote Speakers, Workshop and Invited Paper Session organizers who helped greatly 

to enhance the conference’s scientific program.  

At the end of y-BIS 2019, all the studies presented were published as a full-paper or abstract in the confer-

ence proceedings with ISBN under the refereeing procedure and editorial policy of the conference. In addi-

tion, the papers accepted were directed to the five special issues of the journals: Applied Stochastic Models in 

Business and Industry, Istanbul Business Research, Journal of Ambient Intelligence and Humanized Computing, 

Journal of Computational and Applied Mathematics and Turkish Journal of Forecasting.  

The program also included social events which allowed the nearly 200 participants to get to know each other 

and to gain experience on Turkish culture and history, in addition to enjoy the Turkish cuisine and hospitality 

in Istanbul, the meeting point of two continents: Asia and Europe. 

 

All the studies presented, whether as full papers or abstracts, have been published in a Conference Book, fol-

lowing the conference’s procedures and editorial policy. Please contact Ozan Kocadağlı 

<ozan.kocadagli.msgsu.edu.tr> for information about the Conference Book.  

The organizers would like to thank all the institutions that provided financial support to make the organiza-

tion of the workshop possible. We express our appreciation and thanks to Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, 

the International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS), the Central Bank of Turkey and Tam 

Faktoring. Lastly, I am very grateful to the Local Organizing and Scientific Program Committees for their su-

perb job in organizing y-BIS 2019.  

I look forward to seeing you in forthcoming ISI/ISBIS scientific events! 
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The Istanbul Workshop in Pictures 

Photographers: Our appreciation to the Local Student Team for taking the pictures. 
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Ozan Kocadağlı (General Chair of y-BIS 2019), on behalf of the Local Organizing Committee 
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ENBIS Report 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2019 ENBIS Annual Conference 

ENBIS (www.enbis.org), the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics, organizes an Annual 

Conference covering topics from a wide variety of sectors, ranging from manufacturing to service and from 

private to public sector. This year’s conference took place in Budapest, Hungary, from September 2nd to 4th 

2019, hosted by the Department of Probability Theory and Statistics at the Eötvös Loránd University.  

There were two keynote addresses at the conference: Christine M. Anderson-Cook (Los Alamos National La-

boratory, USA) on “Big Decisions: How Statisticians Can Contribute”, and Andrea Saltelli (University of Ber-

gen, Norway) on “Sensitivity Analysis, an Introduction”. As usual during the yearly ENBIS conferences, a series 

of awards were granted. The Box Medal Award, given to a statistician with outstanding contributions to in-

dustrial statistics, went to Ronald J.M.M. Does (IBIS UvA and University of Amsterdam). Eugene Tuv (Intel) 

was granted the 2019 Best Manager Award, and Rebecca Killick (Lancaster University) received the 2019 

Young Statistician Award.  
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The conference included a series of invited sessions (such 
as the ISBIS session and the JQT, Technometrics and QE 
Session), and special sessions on topics such as big data, 
modelling, neural networks in healthcare, machine learn-
ing, measurement networks, metrology and reliability, 
among others. As usual, the conference also gave plenty 
of time for networking and socializing, and included a 
welcome reception at the famous Gellert Hotel in Buda-
pest, and a gala dinner in the splendorous building of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, on the bank of the Dan-
ube. Young statisticians applied to the ENBIS Knowledge 
Fund and seven of them were selected to receive support to attend the conference. 

 

 

2020 ENBIS Spring Meeting 

The next ENBIS main events will be the 2020 ENBIS Spring 

Meeting in Grenoble, France, on May 14th and 15th, 2020. 

The Spring Meeting is a more reduced and familiar meeting 

focused on a specific topic. Next year’s Spring Meeting will 

be devoted to “Degradation and Maintenance, Modelling 

and Analysis”. Topics such as stochastic degradation pro-

cesses, statistical analysis of degradation data, predictive 

maintenance, maintenance modelling and optimization, sta-

tistical reliability, accelerated degradation tests, among oth-

er topics that will be covered in the meeting. 

 

 

 

  

2020 ENBIS Annual Conference 

The annual ENBIS conference will take place in Valencia, Spain, from September 28th to 30th, 2020. More in-

formation on these upcoming activities can be found at the ENBIS website (www.enbis.org), clicking on the 

appropriate events in the column on the right of the page.  

Lluís Marco-Almagro <lluis.marco@upc.edu>  
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LACSC 2020: 

5th Latin American Conference on Statistical Computing 

9-11 June 2020 

Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), Mexico City 

http://lacsc2020.itam.mx./ 

  
 
The Latin American Regional Section of the International Association for Statistical Computing (IASC-LARS) 
and the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM) are jointly organizing the 5th Latin American Con-
ference on Statistical Computing (LACSC 2020) that will be held in Mexico City, México, from June 9 to June 
11, 2020. The aim of LACSC is to promote the progress of the theory, methods and practice of statistical com-
puting in Latin America.  
 
LACSC 2020 kindly invites all the Inter-national Society for Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS) communi-
ty to attend the conference. The theme is “Statistical Computing for Intelligent Decision Making”. The dead-
line to submit papers, contributed and invited paper sessions is 20 February 2020. The call of papers and all 
the information is available at http://lacsc2020.itam.mx 
 
 

 
 

Alba Martinez-Ruiz <alba.martinez.ruiz@gmail.com> 
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3rd International Conference on 

Advanced Research Methods and Analytics (CARMA 2020) 

July 8 – 9, 2020 · Valencia, Spain 

http://carmaconf.org 
 

Research methods in economics and social sciences 
are evolving with the increasing availability of Inter-
net and Big Data sources of information. As these 
sources, methods, and applications become more 
interdisciplinary, the 3rd International Conference 
on Advanced Research Methods and Analytics 
(CARMA) aims to become a forum for researchers 
and practitioners to exchange ideas and advances on 
how emerging research methods and sources are 
applied to different fields of social sciences as well 
as to discuss current and future challenges.  

 

• ISBIS will organize the session: “Analytics for Complex Data”; Session Chair: Caterina Liberati 

 

Important Dates: 

• Submission deadline: 14 February 2020 

• Acceptance notification: 16 April 2020 

• Camera ready due: 7 May 2020 

• Conference: 8-9 July 2020 

 

ISBIS members are warmly invited to present their latest and unpublished research findings. The works sub-
mitted will be reviewed by the Program Committee. For full information, visit the conference webpage: 
http://carmaconf.org. 
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NEWS 
 

Measuring Society - Chaitra H. Nagaraja, Chapman and Hall/CRC 

Collecting and analyzing data on unemployment, inflation, and inequality help describe the complex world 
around us. When published by the government, such data are called official statistics. They are reported by 
the media, used by politicians to lend weight to their arguments, and by economic commentators to opine 
about the state of society. Despite such wide scale use, explanations about how these measures are con-
structed are seldom provided for a non-technical reader. This Measuring Society book is a short, accessible 
guide to six topics: jobs, house prices, inequality, prices for goods and services, poverty, and deprivation. Each 
relates to concepts we use on a personal level to form an understanding of the society in which we live: We 
need a job, a place to live, and food to eat.  Using data from the United States, we answer three basic ques-
tions: why, how, and for whom these statistics have been constructed. We add some context and flavor by 
discussing the historical background. This book provides the reader with a good grasp of these measures. This 
book is part of the ASA-CRC Series on Statistical Reasoning in Science and Society. 

https://www.crcpress.com/Measuring-Society/Nagaraja/p/book/9781138035980 

  

About the Author: Dr. Chaitra H. Nagaraja is an Associate Professor of Statistics at the Gabelli School of 
Business at Fordham University in New York. Her research interests include house price indices and inequality 
measurement. Prior to Fordham, Dr. Nagaraja was a researcher at the U.S. Census Bureau. While there, she 
worked on projects relating to the American Community Survey. Dr. Nagaraja is an ISBIS member. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Editor’s Notes 
 
Dear ISBIS members, 
 
This was a very high-activity year if you judge it by the large number of events reported upon in this and pre-
vious two issues of ISBIS News. Through my dealings with many ISBIS members in procuring the news, it is 
also clear the great disposition of many seasoned as well as young Society members willing to get involved.  
 
On behalf of the news team that produces ISBIS News and the information about ISBIS posted monthly by the 
ISI Electronic Outlet, namely Tahir Ekin, Yili Hong, David Steinberg and myself, I thank all the contributors for 
the 2019 year. 
 
Happy and safe holidays to all! 

Román Viveros-Aguilera, Editor of ISBIS News 
 

 
 
 
This newsletter was produced using Microsoft Publisher 2010, layout: Román Viveros-Aguilera 
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