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Message from the President   

 

Dear ISBIS Colleagues and Friends: 
 
We are just about three months away from the ISI-WSC 2019 
in Kuala Lumpur and the ISBIS Satellite Meeting at the Bank 
Negara Malaysia August 15-16.  I am sure these will be ex-
citing conferences and I look forward to seeing many of you 
there. Two excellent ISBIS short courses will be offered at the 
WSC both on 17 August 2019: SC04 (Tahir Ekin: Statistical 
Methods for Fraud Assessment) and SC05 (Rob J Hyndman and 
Earo Wang: High-Dimensional Time Series a Analysis). Please 
check these links for details:  
http://www.isi2019.org/short-courses/ and 

 http://www.isi2019.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Registration-Guideline-Short-
Courses.pdf  I encourage you to register for these courses as soon as possible.  
 

Please stay tuned to the website 
for the ISBIS Satellite Meeting: 
http://www.isbis-isi.org/
ISBIS2019.html. We have an ex-
citing program, and I am very 
grateful to the enormous work put 
in by the SPC and LOC, and espe-
cially Martina Vandebroek and 
Wee-Yeap Lau.   
 

As I mentioned in my previous 
note, y-BIS will run a conference in 
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University, Istanbul, Turkey on Septem-
ber 25-28, 2019, please see this website for details, and participate in this wonderful con-
ference: http://ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr/ 
 
I now have news for you about ISBIS 2020! We will hold the conference at Brock Universi-
ty in Canada (very close to Niagara Falls!) July 28-30, 2020. My heartfelt thanks on behalf 
of the ISBIS community to Ejaz Ahmed, Dean of Faculty (college) of Math and Science, 
Brock University (seahmed12@gmail.com), who has been enormously supportive in mak-
ing this happen. We look forward to working with him and Brock University Conference 
Services to make this an excellent event. For now, please mark your calendar – we want 
to see you there next year! 
 

www.isbis-isi.org 

Nalini Ravishanker 

Martina Vandebroek Wee-Yeap Lau 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1526-4025
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http://www.isbis-isi.org/ISBIS2019.html
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http://ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr/
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In this newsletter, you will see a note from our President-Elect Fabrizio Ruggeri 
with details about the nominees for the incoming Exec and Council. I am really 
pleased to see these names and I am confident that under the new leadership 
(taking office at the WSC in August), we will see more exciting things happening 
in/with ISBIS!  
 

 

 

Nalini Ravishanker, ISBIS President 

 

 

 

 

————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

THE ASMBI REPORT 

Have you read recently ASMBI? Or, have you EVER read ASMBI? Are you aware that 

ISBIS members are entitled to free access to the journal? Let me try to convince you 

to read ASMBI by providing three links to papers published in the most recent issue 

and that are freely available to everyone (during 2019): 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asmb.2348 

Birnbaum‐Saunders distribution: A review of models, analysis, and applications 

N. Balakrishnan and Debasis Kundu 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asmb.2429 

An interview with Sam C. Saunders 

Víctor Leiva 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asmb.2417 

Good and bad market research: A critical review of Net Promoter Score 

Nicholas I. Fisher and Raymond E. Kordupleski 

 

I hope you enjoy our FIRST timers: the first review paper with 16 discussions, the first interview and the first 

paper for the Practitioner’s Corner. If you never published a paper in ASMBI, there could be a FIRST time for 

you as well. We accept research papers and contributions to the Practitioner’s Corner, to be submitted at 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/asmb, whereas you can suggest review/discussion papers and special is-

sues writing to me at fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it. Research papers should present very innovative methodolo-

gies, good mathematics and sound applications, whereas state-of-the-art stochastic models in business and 

industry should be presented to practitioners in the Corner, discussing their pros and cons, and illustrating 

their use through examples. Review/discussion papers and special issues should be on very hot topics, of in-

terest to a broad audience. 
 

ISBIS News — The Newsletter of the 

International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics 

Ejaz Ahmed 

Fabrizio Ruggeri 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asmb.2348
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asmb.2429
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/asmb.2417
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/asmb
mailto:fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it


3 

 

Of course, contributions by those who already published in ASMBI are 

welcome! ISBIS members should have received the credentials to access 

ASMBI for free. If not, please contact the ISBIS Vice President for Mem-

bership (more details in http://www.isbis-isi.org/). 

ASMBI, as usual, is organizing a session at the ISI-WSC. I am pleased to 
report that Yves Grize will present in Kuala Lumpur a paper on Machine 
Learning in Insurance with David Banks and Tahir Ekin as discussants (we 
have two former ISBIS Presidents and a current Vice-President). Both the 
paper and the discussions will appear later on in the journal. 
 

Fabrizio Ruggeri, ASMBI Editor-in-Chief (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it) 

 
 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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The y-BIS Report 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

I hope everyone has been enjoying the early days of spring. At y-BIS, we have had a 
busy first quarter.  

We have been working hard towards the organization of the y-BIS 2019 Conference. 
The conference theme is "Recent Advances in Data Science and Business Analytics”, 
and it will be held at Mimar Sinan University in Istanbul, Turkey from September 25th 
to 28th, 2019.  

The y-BIS 2019 aims to provide a platform to discuss the recent advances in data sci-
ence and business analytics while bringing together graduate students, young re-
searchers, academics and business/industry professionals. The keynote and invited 
speakers will cover the methodological advances in addition to the practical applica-

tions in fields such as finance, medical science, insurance, transportation and supply chain. There will be a 
number of short courses on the analytics software such as R, as well as short courses on analytics and artificial 
intelligence applications. Junior academics will benefit in which they can improve their statistical computing 
skills while being exposed to various analytical applications. This workshop will provide the opportunity for 
business professionals to learn advanced analytical methods while interacting with other professionals. Over-
all, y-BIS 2019 Analytics Workshop aims to enable the next generation of researchers enhance their statistical 
skill-sets, thereby improving overall statistical capacity. Target audience includes graduate students, post-
doctoral researchers and junior faculty members in statistics, mathematics, business, economics, information 
systems and computer science and business/industry professionals.  Please visit http://
ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr/ for more information.  
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We cordially invite you to submit an abstract or full paper for the conference. All submissions will be blind 
peer reviewed. The proceedings of the Conference will be published with an ISBN. For a list of potential topics 
and the guidelines for Latex/Word submissions, please visit http://ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr/call-for-papers/ . 
The deadline for abstract submissions is June 10th, 2019 and the deadline for full text paper submissions is 
June 20th, 2019. The extended versions of selected full papers will be recommended for special issues of aca-
demic journals including but not limited to the ISBIS journal Applied Stochastic Models in Business and Indus-
try. These will go through the editorial process of that particular journal accordingly.  

We also encourage the proposal of invited sessions by June 1st 2019. Each invited session needs to have a 
title/theme with at least 3 speakers. We look forward to your involvement and attendance.   

Lastly, y-BIS organizes invited sessions on statistical learning in both ISBIS Annual Meeting and ISI 62nd World 
Statistics Congress (WSC). We look forward to your attendance. I am also offering a short course on fraud an-
alytics as part of the 62nd ISI WSC on August 17th, 2019, please see  http://www.isi2019.org/wp-content/
uploads/2018/12/Short-course-4-ISBIS-f2-R2.pdf for more information. 

 
Best, 

Tahir Ekin, y-BIS Vice-President (t_e18@txstate.edu) 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ISBIS ELECTION REPORT 

 
Dear ISBIS members, 
 
I am glad to report the list of nominees for all the positions to be renewed this year: 
 
Executive Committee  
 

• President Elect: Daniel Jeske (USA) 

• VP Program: Martina Vandebroek (Belgium) 

• VP Communications: Román Viveros-Aguilera (Canada) 

• VP Membership: Tahir Ekin (USA) 

• VP Y-BIS: Luca Frigau (Italy) 
 
Council members: 
 

• Caterina Liberati (Italy) 

• Rituparna Sen (India) 

• Sergio Yañez Canal (Colombia) 

• WeeYeap Lau (Malaysia) 
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The Nominations Committee (NC) decided to nominate the exact number of nominees for each position, con-
vinced that the proposed people are very willing and skillful to effectively contribute to the ISBIS activities in 
the two years ahead. Its main goal is to provide continuity to the work of the present Executive Committee, 
which has operated so well under the Presidency of Nalini Ravishanker. For this reason, the NC is nominating 
Dan Jeske since he knows very well ISBIS (he is the current VP Membership), being a committed and reliable 
person, with a strong vision on how statistical methods can be beneficial for business and industry, and he 
could lead ISBIS successfully in 2021-3 and cooperate fruitfully with the 2019-21 President. Martina Van-
debroek and Román Viveros-Aguilera are doing a remarkable job in their current positions (Martina took it 
over only last year). Their work has been appreciated very broadly (as examples, the ISBIS 2019 conference 
has requested a lot of complex work by Martina, whereas the quality of ISBIS News, edited by Román, is very 
evident). Since the Statutes allow for a second term, the NC has decided to nominate them again. Tahir Ekin 
has been a brilliant VP Y-BIS, with a lot of initiatives and enthusiasm and the NC thought he could be very use-
ful in a key ISBIS activity: enlarging the membership. 
 
Regarding the Council, the Statutes require that “The eight elected members shall represent each of the fol-
lowing geographical regions:  Australasia, Europe, Far East, Central and South America, Middle East, North 
America, South Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa.”  
 
The continuing members of the Council are from United States (two), Iran and Nigeria so that the NC had to 
choose four people from five areas: South Asia, Europe, Australasia, Far East and Central/South America. 
There is a partial anomaly in the composition of the Council with two persons from the United States (partial 
since one of them is also related with China). With these constraints in mind, the NC has chosen people from 
four of the missing areas.  
 
ISBIS members have been invited to make suggestions (with delay respect to the Statutes and I apologize for 
it) and Council members were entitled to make further nominations (if supported by at least twenty mem-
bers). Since the number of nominees is equal to the number of vacant seats, no election is required and, ac-
cording to the Statutes, the nominees will be officially elected after May 31st, starting their two years term 
after the ISI World Statistics Congress in Kuala Lumpur (i.e. after August 23rd). 
 
For the future, it might be worth introducing more flexibility in the Statutes about the geographical represen-
tation, which, in any case, has to be kept as broad as possible. For sure, members should be involved at an 
earlier stage, following the Statutes and not my longstanding personal experience with other societies (e.g. 
ISBA) where members could submit names only after the NC had submitted its roster. I take full responsibility 
for the mistake, which was somehow amended asking members before the names were announced, whereas 
the Council members were asked in due time and proper way. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the ISBIS President, Nalini Ravishanker, for her support during the process and 

all the members of the NC (Asha Gopalakrishnan, Ozan Kocadagli, Graciela González Farías, Scott Holan and 

Nick Fisher). 

 
Fabrizio Ruggeri, ISBIS President-Elect and Chair of the 2019 Nominations Committee 
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The ISBIS 2019 Satellite Conference 
August 15-16, 2019 

Bank Negara Malaysia, Sasana Kijang, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
http://www.isbis-isi.org/ISBIS2019.html 

 
INVITED PROGRAM 

An exciting, diverse and strong program awaits you in Kuala Lumpur in August. Here is the list of keynote 
speaker and invited sessions. Some details are provided about the optional short course. A vibrant contribut-
ed talks program is being finalized, it will appear in the conference website when ready.  

 

Keynote Address 
 

Galit Shmueli 
 

Distinguished Professor 
Institute of Service Science, 

National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan 
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Invited Sessions 
 
 
1. SESSION: Financial Time Series Modeling 
    ORGANIZER: Bovas Abraham, University of Waterloo, Canada   

• Giovanni Merola, Xi'an Jiaotong Liverpool University, China 

• T.V . Ramanathan, Savitribai Phule Pune University, India 

• Aera Thavaneswaran, University of Manitoba, Canada 
 
 
 
2. ISBA INVITED SESSION: Bayesian Methods for Business and Industrial Statistics 
    ORGANIZER: Refik Soyer, George Washington University, USA 

• Hedibert Lopes, INSPER, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

• Refik Soyer, George Washington University, USA 

• Thomas Mazzuchi, George Washington University, USA 
 
 
 
3. SESSION: Lifetime Data Analysis 

    ORGANIZER: Asha Gopalakrishnan, Cochin University of Science and Technology, India  

• P G Sankaran , CUSAT, India 

• Kanchan Jain, University of Punjab, India  
• Vincent Raja, University of Guyana, Guyana 
 
 
 
4. IASC INVITED SESSION: Recent Development in Complex Dependent Data 
    ORGANIZER:  Guodong Li, University of Hong Kong 

• Liudas Giraitis, University of London, UK 

• Lionel Truquet, ENSAI, France 
• Xuening Zhu, Fudan University, China  
 
 
 
5. SESSION: Machine Learning in Business 

    ORGANIZER: David Banks, Duke University, USA 

• Changsoon Park, State University of New York, Korea 

• Aniruddha Pant, CEO of AlgoAnalytics 

• David Banks, Duke University, USA  
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6. SESSION: Advanced Methodological Contributions in Time Series 

    ORGANIZER: Chun Yip, The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

• Yuanbo Li, University of International Business and Economics, China 

• Zhan Liu, Hubei University, China 

• Chi Tim Ng, Chonnam National University, South Korea 

 

 

7. SESSION: Computer Experiments 

    ORGANIZER: Grazia Vicario, Politecnico of Turin, Italy  

• Matthias Hwai, City University of Hong Kong 

• Xinwei Deng, Virginia Tech, USA   

• Alessandro Fassò, University of Bergamo, Italy 

 

 

8. SESSION: Applied Statistics 

    ORGANIZER: Wee-Yeap Lau, University of Malaya, Malaysia 

• Muzalwana Binti Abdul Talib, University of Malaya, Malaysia    

• Ahmad Farid Osman, University of Malaya, Malaysia    

• Siow-Li Lai, University of Malaya, Malaysia    

 

 

9. SESSION: Statistical Learning Applications  

    ORGANIZER: Tahir Ekin, Texas State University, USA 

• Luca Frigau, University of Cagliari, Italy 

• Ozan Kocadagli, Istanbul Mimar Sinan University, Turkey  

• Tahir Ekin, Texas State University, USA 
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 10. SESSION: Statistics in Finance 

      ORGANIZER: Wee-Yeap Lau, University of Malaya, Malaysia 

Indranarain Ramlall, University of Mauritius 

Kee-En Lim, University of Malaya, Malaysia     

Ahmad Maulin Naufa, Universitas Gajah Mada, Indonesia  

 

 

11. SESSION: Novel Time Series Approaches with Business and Industry Applications 

      ORGANIZER: Nalini Ravinshaker, University of Connecticut, USA 

Kathy Ensor, Rice University, USA  

Balaji Raman, Cogitaas, India. 

Bovas Abraham, University of Waterloo, Canada  

 

 

12. SESSION: Time Series in Finance 

ORGANIZER: Kathy Ensor, Rice University, USA 

Ananya Lahiri, IIT Tirupati, India. 

Anindya Goswami, IISER, Pune, India 

Nalini Ravishanker, University of Connecticut, USA 

 

 

13. SESSION: Reliability Modeling and Process Monitoring 

      ORGANIZER: Sheng-Tsaing Tseng, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan 

Yi-Fu Wang, National Chung Cheng University, 

Su-Fen Yang, National Chengchi University, Taiwan 

Sheng-Tsaing Tseng, National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan  
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Short Course 
 

 Bayesian Analysis of Time Series Data using R 
 

Balaji Raman, Cogitaas, India and Nalini Ravishanker, University of Connecticut, USA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In this short course, models suitable for univariate and multivariate time series will be described. The pre-
senters will discuss computational Bayesian approaches for these models, and show how to implement them 
using R. The course will take place in the afternoon of Friday August 16. 

 

Please visit the conference website http://www.isbis-isi.org/ISBIS2019.html for updates on the program and 
for practical information on registration, venue, travelling and accommodation. 

 
   Martina Vandebroek and Wee-Yeap Lau, on behalf of the Scientific Program 
   Committee and the Local Organizing Committee 
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y-BIS 2019 Workshop on Data Science & Business Analytics  

Call for Papers 

Dear colleagues, 

 

We cordially invite you to submit an abstract or a full paper for the upcoming Young Business and Industrial 
Statisticians (y-BIS) Workshop on Recent Advances in Data Science and Business Analytics. The submission 
can be for an invited/contributed oral presentation or a poster. This workshop (y-BIS 2019) is sponsored by 
ISBIS (International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics) and Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University. It 
will be held at Mimar Sinan Fine Arts University in Istanbul, Turkey from September 25th to 28th, 2019. 

 

The y-BIS 2019 aims to introduce the latest developments of Data Science and Business Analytics and bring 
together graduate students, young researchers, academics and business/industry professionals. The key-
notes, short courses and invited speakers will cover the recent advances in data science and business ana-
lytics in addition to its some application fields such as finance, medical science, insurance, transportation and 
supply chain. Please visit http://ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr/ for more information. 

 

All submissions will be blind peer reviewed. The proceedings of the Conference will be published with an 
ISBN. For a list of potential topics and the guidelines for Latex/Word submissions, please visit http://
ybis2019.msgsu.edu.tr/call-for-papers/ . The extended versions of selected full papers will be recommended 
for special issues of academic journals and go through the editorial process of that particular journal accord-
ingly. 

 

The deadline for abstract submissions is June 10th, 2019 and the deadline for full text paper submissions is 
June 20th, 2019. 

 

We also encourage the proposal of invited sessions by June 1st, 2019. Each invited session needs to have a 
title/theme with at least 3 speakers. 

Sincerely, 

y-BIS 2019 Organizing Committee Chair, Ozan Kocadagli, ozan.kocadagli@msgsu.edu.tr 

                                      y-BIS 2019 Scientific Committee Chair, Tahir Ekin, tahirekin@txstate.edu 
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 Upcoming ISBIS Organized Invited Paper Sessions at Other Conferences 

 

@ LACSC 2019 – Latin American Conference on Statistical Computing; 28-31 May 2019, 

Guayaquil, Ecuador; https://icors-lacsc-2019.com/conference/ 

Session Title: Robust and Clustering Methods in Time Series Analysis 

Organizer: Paulo Canas Rodrigues, (Federal University of Bahia, Salvador, Brazil) 

Speakers:  

• Nalini Ravishanker (University of Connecticut, USA; nalini.ravishanker@uconn.edu)  

• Title: Biclustering algorithms for high-frequency financial time series 

• Paulo Canas Rodrigues (Federal University of Bahia, Salvador, Brazil; paulocanas@ gmail.com) 

• Title: Robust and randomized singular spectrum analysis 

• Valdério Anselmo Reisen (Federal University of Espírito Santo, Vitória, Brazil; 

valderioanselmoreisen@gmail.com) 

• Title: Robust factor modeling for high-dimensional time series 

 

 

@ ISI-WSC 2019, 18-23 August 2019, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; http://www.isi2019.org  

ASMBI Discussed Session Title:  Machine Learning in Insurance  
 
Organizer: Fabrizio Ruggeri, CNR-IMATI, Milan, Italy 

 
Speakers: 

 

• Presenter: Yves-Laurent Grize, ZHAW Zurich University, Switzerland 

• Discussant 1: David Banks, Duke University, USA 

• Discussant 2: Tahir Ekin, Texas State University, USA  
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@ DSSV 2019 – Data Science, Statistics and Visualization; 13-15 August 2019, Kyoto, Japan; 

https://iasc-isi.org/dssv2019/ 

Session Title: Recent Advances in Business and Industrial Statistics 

Organizer: Paulo Canas Rodrigues, (Federal University of Bahia, Salvador, Brazil) 

Speakers:  

• Paulo Canas Rodrigues (Federal University of Bahia, Salvador, Brazil; paulocanas@ gmail.com)

Title: Robust singular spectrum analysis: Methodology and application  

        (Joint work with Mohammad Kazemi, Rahim Mahmoudvand and Vanda Lourenço) 

• Haipeng Shen (University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong; haipeng@hku.hk) 

       Title: Call center arrivals: When to jointly forecast multiple streams? 

• Ying Chen (National University of Singapore, Singapore; matcheny@nus.edu.sg) 

       Title: Regularized partially functional AutoRegressive model  

        (Joint work with Thorsten Koch and Xiaofei Xu) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ISBIS Invited Paper Sessions at Other Coferences 

POST CONFERENCE REPORTS 

 

@ International Conference on Computer Age Statistics in the Era of Big and High Dimen-

sional Data 

The Department of Statistics, Savitribai Phule Pune University, welcomed the new year by organizing a sta-

tistics conference on “Computer Age Statistics in the era of Big and High Dimensional Data” from January 3rd 

– 5th, 2019. 

ISBIS sponsored an Invited Paper Session with following speakers: 

Prof. N. Balakrishna; Department of Statistics, Cochin University of Science and Technology, Cochin 

Dr. Ramasubramanian (Ramsu) Sundararajan; AI Lab, Cartesian Consulting, Bangalore 

Dr. Shibasish Dasgupta; Lead Statistician, Ford Motor Private Limited, Chennai 
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Prof. N. Balakrishna spoke about methods for identification and estimation of AR models with symmetric sta-

ble innovations using auto-covariation function and presented an application. 

Dr. Sundararajan discussed costs involved in building and deploying complex systems from a practitioner’s 

point of view. He presented statistical learning applications from his work on radiology, marketing campaigns 

and airline pricing. 

Dr. Dasgupta presented his work on an alternative approach to adaptive lasso. In his work the loss function 

used is the KL divergence loss instead of the squared and he discussed the oracle properties of KL adaptive 

lasso. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balaji Raman, Cogitaas AVA 
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ICASMDS-2018: 

Advances in Statistical Methods and Data Science 

20-22 December 2018 

University of Madras, India 

A POST-CONFERENCE REPORT 

  

The Department of Statistics, University of Madras, India organized an International Conference on Advanc-

es in Statistical Methods and Data Science (ICASMDS -2018) during December 20-22, 2018.  The organizers 

would like to record their sincere thanks to the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and International Soci-

ety for Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS) for extending support for conducting the workshop and con-

ference.  

A one-day pre-conference workshop on “Applied Time Series Analysis using R” was also organized in the de-

partment on December 20, 2018. The workshop introduced time series models using R from a practical per-

spective.  This workshop was conducted for the benefit OF post-graduate students, research scholars and 

young faculty members in Statistics who are working in the area of time series or with an interest in the topic. 

More than 90 participants applied for the workshop, but only 50 participants were selected due to space con-

straints. We invited two resource persons namely Dr. Nalini Ravishanker, Professor and Undergraduate Pro-

gram Director in the Department of Statistics at the University of Connecticut, Storrs, and  Dr. Balaji Raman 

who is the Chief Statistician at Cogitaas, AVA, Mumbai, for conducting the workshop.  The workshop covered: 

• Processing and visualizing time series of various types. 

• Summarizing time series using time-domain and frequency domain functions. 

• Modeling and forecasting time series using several methods including time series regression, smoothing. 

• Autoregressive moving average (ARMA) models with/without exogenous predictors, vector autoregres-

sions. 

• Neural networks. 

• Outliers and missing data. 

 

 Participants had hands-on training. The workshop was interactive in nature and benefitted the participants 

for pursuing the interest in the domain of time series.  Participants who attended the workshop were given 

certificates of participation. They stayed back for the conference held on December 21-22 and benefitted 

from the galaxy of plenary and invited talks by distinguished scholars.   
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The international conference was formally inaugurated on December 21, 2018 at 9.00 am by Prof. R. Sriniva-

san, Registrar of our University and Prof. J. Ranganathan, Emeritus Professor of Statistics, presided over the 

function.  Eight internationally eminent speakers accepted our invitation and delivered lectures in the fields 

of Statistical Methods and Data Science. Also, thirteen eminent professors of statistics from various Universi-

ties within India participated and delivered the lectures.  

Besides the invited talks, we received 82 abstracts of which 60 were shortlisted for presentation in contribut-

ed sessions.   The conference was held over two days with eight invited sessions and four contributed ses-

sions. The overall participation per day was around 175-200 members.  Our Honorable, Vice-Chancellor was 

present in the evening to celebrate the 85th birthday of Prof. J. Ranganathan and honored him. Prof. Ranga-

nathan was a contemporary and associate of eminent statisticians, including Prof. C. R. Rao, Prof. S. R. S. 

Varadhan, Prof. J. Sethuraman, and Prof. Krishniah. 

The conference was partially funded by agencies like CSIR-HRDG and DST-PURSE besides the nominal registra-

tion fee collected from the participants. The organizers are extremely happy with the success of the confer-

ence with the active participation of several statisticians  and the active support of the authorities of the Uni-

versity of Madras. 
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Statistical Methods in Finance 2018 

December 17-20, 2018 

Chennai, India 

http://statfin.cmi.ac.in/2018/ 
 

A POST-CONFERENCE REPORT 
 

The fourth workshop and conference on Statistical Methods in Finance was jointly hosted by the Chennai 
Mathematical Institute (CMI) and Indian Statistical Institute (ISI) during Dec 17-20, 2018. The event was spon-
sored by ISI, International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS) and Indian Bank.  

 

Anindya Goswami, Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), Pune conducted a workshop on 
Optimization in Finance. Professor T Krishnan memorial talk was delivered by Katherine Bennett Ensor from 
Rice University. The other two plenary talks were by Ajay Shah from National Institute of Public Finance and 
Policy and Nalini Ravishanker from University of Connecticut. There were twelve invited talks and twelve 
contributed talks by researchers from India, USA, UK and South Africa from both academia and industry. 
There were two panel discussions, one on Energy Markets and the other on How to Write a Good Research 
Paper?. The winners of the student paper competition were Mr Sudarshan Kumar from Indian Institute of 
Management Ahmedabad and Mr Kunal Saha from Institute for Financial Management & Research. Forty-one 
participants attended the workshop/conference from various universities, institutes and companies. 
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4th Latin American Conference on Statistical Computing 

(4th LACSC) 

May 28-31, 2019 

ESPOL Polytechnic University, Guayaquil, Ecuador 

https://icors-lacsc-2019.com 

 

The 4th Latin American Conference on Statistical Computing (4th LACSC) will be held at ESPOL Polytechnic 
University in Guayaquil-Ecuador on May 28-31, 2019. This year LACSC will be jointly organized with the Inter-
national Conference on Robust Statistics (ICORS). The 2nd LARS-IASC School on Computational Statistics 
and Data Science will be a satellite event on May 26-27, 2019. For its second edition, the LARS-IASC School 
will feature a workshop on Robust Statistics given by Prof. Peter Rousseeuw and Prof. Stefan Van Aelst  (KU 
Leuven). 

ICORS-LACSC 2019 will be a great opportunity to make academic and professional contacts and create a space 
for discussion about recent contributions and emerging ideas in statistics. ICORS-LACSC 2019 will bring to-
gether renown statisticians, including: 

 

• Stefan Van Aelst (KU Leuven) 

• Dirk Eddelbuettel (University of Illinois) 

• Ana Bianco (University of Buenos Aires) 

• Gareth James (University of Southern California)  

• Xuming He (University of Michigan) 

• Victor Yohai (University of Buenos Aires) 

• Marco Avella (Columbia University) 

• Maria-Pia Victoria-Feser (Université de Genève) 

• Ruben Zamar (University of British Columbia) 

• Daniela Rodríguez (University of Buenos Aires) 

• Klaus Nordhausen (TU Wien)  

 

and more than 150 statisticians presenting new results and advances in statistics. 

Registrations are open until May 17th, 2019.  You can find more up-to-date information in our web-
site https://icors-lacsc-2019.com and in our social media pages Twitter, Facebook, Instagram: 
@ICORSLACSC2019. For more details, please contact Holger Cevallos-Valdiviezo at  contact@icors-lacsc-
2019.com 
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ENBIS Spring Meeting 2019 

13-14 June 2019 

Barcelona, Spain 

https://enbis.org/activities/events/current/619_ENBIS_Spring_Meeting_2019/ 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

 

ENBIS – the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics, www.enbis.org – is a platform where 
statistical practitioners and academic statisticians from Europe and beyond meet, exchange ideas and design 
new projects. ENBIS sponsors a thematic Spring Meeting, together with an Annual Conference in September 
and other additional events, many of them web-based.  

The ENBIS Spring Meeting 2019 will take place on *June 13th and 14th* in Barcelona, Spain, hosted by 
UPC|BarcelonaTech (www.upc.edu). This year, it is a joint conference with ISEA, the new society dedicated 
to Statistical Engineering, which is the art and science of solving complex problems with data, typically 
through integration of multiple methodologies. Please check ISEA's website, isea-change.org, to learn more 
about Statistical Engineering.  

Several keynotes will give presentations during Thursday and Friday mornings, followed by discussants. Multi-
ple contributed paper sessions will be presented on Thursday afternoon. Topics of substantial interest in-
clude: 

• Case studies on working together in interdisciplinary teams to solve complex problems 

• Case studies and discussions on the role of the scientific method in solving actual complex prob-
lems  

• Discussions on how to create sustainable solutions 

• Development of the underlying theory of integration of multiple methodologies 

• Applications of statistical engineering to real problems 

• Strategies for approaching complex problems with data 

• Discussions on how statistical engineering can enhance data science 

• Discussions of the role of historical data and observational studies in statistical engineering 
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We cordially invite you to submit an abstract to the meeting through the ENBIS website. To submit your ab-
stract go to www.enbis.org, log in and search for ENBIS Spring Meeting 2019 under Upcoming Events. If you 
are not already an ENBIS member, please join first (note there is no membership fee for individual members 
of ENBIS). Titles and abstracts received by *May 6, 2019* will be given full consideration for presentation at 
the meeting. 

Please check the ENBIS website (www.enbis.org) for detailed and updated information about the Spring 
Meeting. In case you need additional information related to the scientific programme of the meeting, please 
contact Geoff Vining (vining@vt.edu) or Xavier Tort-Martorell (xavier.tort@upc.edu). For organizational in-
quiries, please contact Lluís Marco-Almagro (lluis.marco@upc.edu).  

We’re looking forward to seeing you in Barcelona!   

Antonio Pievatolo, ENBIS President 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

The LISA 2020 Symposium 

15-18 August 2019 

Impiana Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 

 

The LISA 2020 Program aims to build statistics and data science capacity in developing countries by creating a 
robust network of statistics and data science collaboration laboratories (“stat labs”). These stat labs can be 
Engines for Development by training the next generation of collaborative statisticians and data scientists; 
serving as infrastructure to support local researchers, businesses, government, and NGOs; and teaching short 
courses and workshops to improve statistical skills and data literacy widely. The LISA 2020 Program encour-
ages stat labs to improve their operations by improving their professional and technical skills and adapting 
best practices learned from one another. 

The LISA 2020 Program will be hosting the second LISA 2020 Symposium 15-18 August 2019 in Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia at the Impiana Hotel next to the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. Symposium participants 
will engage in a total of six workshops during the day and social activities during the evening. During the In-
ternational Statistical Institute's 62nd World Statistics Congress (WSC) 18-23 August, current members of the 
LISA 2020 Network will be sharing their stat labs' best practices in several invited paper sessions. We will also 
host a Lunch Time Discussion Group about the LISA 2020 Program during the WSC.  
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We encourage applications from statisticians and data scientists who are in a position within their institution 
to create a statistics and data science collaboration laboratory (“stat lab”) to participate in the 2019 LISA 2020 
Symposium. We have a limited amount of funds from our partners at the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) to sponsor travel expenses for select participants. Priority may be given to those 
who already have funds to attend the WSC.  

 

We will begin reviewing applications on 1 May 2019. The application can be accessed here: https://forms.gle/
ib9z9gfxHQu7pjHr5 

More information on the LISA 2020 Program can be found at https://sites.google.com/colorado.edu/
lisa2020/. 

 
Applicants must commit to participating in all of the symposium activities on 15-18 August. 

 
A preliminary schedule of the 2019 LISA 2020 Symposium is as follows: 

• August 15 5PM: Welcome dinner for all participants 

• August 16 9AM-5PM: Introduction and Welcome, “Collaboration Skills” workshop, lunch, 
“Creating and Administering a Stat Lab” workshop, “Transforming Evidence to Action” workshop, 
Dinner at nearby hawker stalls 

• August 17 9AM-5PM: “Teaching R for Data Science” workshop, lunch, “Grant Writing” workshop, 
Dinner at nearby hawker stalls and touristic visit to the Petronas Towers 

• August 18 9AM-4PM: “Developing Trainings” workshop, lunch, Wrap-up/assessment/working ses-
sion, evening Opening reception for ISI WSC 

• August 19-23: Sharing best practices via three invited paper sessions, contributed sessions, and 
LISA 2020 Lunch Time Discussion Group at the ISI 62nd WSC. 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

ISBIS News — The Newsletter of the 

International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics 

https://forms.gle/ib9z9gfxHQu7pjHr5
https://forms.gle/ib9z9gfxHQu7pjHr5
https://sites.google.com/colorado.edu/lisa2020/
https://sites.google.com/colorado.edu/lisa2020/


24 

 

 

 

ENBIS-19 Annual Conference 

2-4 September 2019 

Budapest, Hungary 

https://enbis.org/activities/events/current/613_ENBIS_19_in_Budapest/  

CALL FOR PAPERS  

  

ENBIS – the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics, www.enbis.org – is a platform where 
statistical practitioners and academic statisticians from Europe and beyond meet, exchange ideas and design 
new projects. ENBIS sponsors an Annual Conference and numerous additional events, many of them web-
based.  

  

The ENBIS-19 Annual Conference will take place in Budapest, Hungary, from the *2nd to 4th of September 
2019, hosted by Eötvös Loránd University (www.elte.hu). The Annual Conference hosts presentations from a 
wide variety of sectors, ranging from manufacturing to service, from private to public.  

 

ENBIS-19 session topics include design of experiments, measurement uncertainty, process modeling and con-
trol, reliability and safety, statistical computing, operational risk management, stochastic modelling, quality 
improvement and Six Sigma, data mining and warehousing, machine learning, predictive analytics, statistical 
education for business and industry, business and finance, statistical consulting, among others. The confer-
ence combines both conceptual presentations and case studies, but always having in mind the application of 
statistical methods in business and industry.  

 

We cordially invite you to submit an abstract to the conference by *April, 29th*, but this deadline is very like-
ly to be extended. To submit your abstract go to www.enbis.org, log in and search for ENBIS-19 under Up-
coming Events. If you are not already a member of ENBIS, please join first (note there is no membership fee 
for individual members of ENBIS).   

 

Already confirmed keynote speakers at ENBIS-19 include:  

• Christine M. Anderson-Cook (Los Alamos National Laboratory, USA), on “Big Decisions: How Statis-
ticians Can Contribute” 

• Andrea Saltelli (University of Bergen, Norway), on “Sensitivity Analysis. An introduction” 
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A series of pre- and post-conference courses in the framework of ENBIS-19 will also take place on: New Product Growth 
Models; Causality; Functional Data Analysis; Random Forests. Please check the ENBIS website (www.enbis.org) for more 
detailed and updated information. 

Should you need any conference-related information which cannot be located on the website, please feel free to con-
tact Rossella Berni (rossella.berni@unifi.it), Chair of the ENBIS-19 Programme Committee, or the Chair of the ENBIS-19 
Organizing Committee András Zempléni (zempleni@caesar.elte.hu). You can also send your inquiries to the ENBIS Per-
manent Office (office@enbis.org).   

We’re looking forward to seeing you in Budapest!  

Antonio Pievatolo, ENBIS President 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  The ANZSC 2020 Conference 

6-10 July 2020 

Gold Coast, Australia 

 

https://anzsc2020.com.au 

 

The organising committee warmly invites you to the 2020 Australian and New Zealand Statistical Conference, which 
will take place on the Gold Coast from the 6th to the 10th of July 2020. 

This conference brings together four leading statistical communities in the region – the Statistical Society of Australia, 
the New Zealand Statistical Association, the International Institute of Business Analysis (Special Interest Group for Busi-
ness Analytics), and the Australian Conference on Teaching Statistics. The aim of this conference is to  bring together a 
broad range of researchers and practitioners across a variety of statistical disciplines to facilitate the exchange of theo-
ry, methods and applications. With these four societies working together there will be strong program components of 
interest to a wide diversity of academic, government, and industry colleagues. This includes the full spectrum of dele-
gates from those advancing theoretical methodology to those working on industry applications (in traditional and non-
traditional statistical areas). Of particular interest is how Big Data continues to impact all of us. 

Information on Keynote Speakers and the Conference program will be available shortly so watch the conference web-
site for updates. The conference will be held at the Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre (GCCEC) situated in 
the heart of the Gold Coast. From GCCEC, Surfers Paradise (the social hub of the Gold Coast) is 5km to the North, the 
Star Casino and Pacific Fair are immediately to the South (the largest regional shopping and dining destination in 
Queensland), the beach (Broadbeach) is just a ten-minute walk, and the Broadbeach restaurant complex is immediately 
to the East (short 5 minutes walk). Social tours can easily be made to the rainforest (such as Tambourine National Park 
and World Heritage-listed Lamington National Park), to places of Aboriginal Indigenous significance, to Stradbroke Is-
land, and to Australia’s greatest theme parks. 

ANZSC2020 promises to be a truly amazing experience on both a professional and a social level. 

 

We look forward to seeing you on the Gold Coast in 2020! 
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Visit to Vietnam Institute for Advanced Studies in  

Mathematics (VIASM) 
 

VIASM is located in Hanoi, Vietnam. It is a research center in mathematics with its main activity being the 

development of research groups. This is done through short and long term visits of scholars and faculty from 

other universities and institutes as well as the organization of lectures and workshops. There are postdoctoral 

scholars but no permanent employees. 

 

I visited the center on March 29th and gave a seminar on “Some Estimation Methods in High Frequency Finan-

cial Data”. The seminar was well attended by researchers from mathematics, statistics and finance. The dis-

cussions and questions were very stimulating. The following week they were hosting an International Confer-

ence on Applied Probability and Statistics with a 2-day workshop on Statistical learning: bagging, boosting, 

SVM, introduction to neural networks.  

 

Overall it was a very enjoyable experience to visit Hanoi. Of particular interest to academics is the temple of 

literature which is a monument for education, and the UNESCO World Heritage Center of the beautiful 

Halong Bay is a short ride away.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rituparna Sen, Indian Statistical Institute (ISI), Chennai Centre, India 
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 Highlighting Interesting Articles that are NOT in the Statistics Literature 
 

Section Editor: David Steinberg 
 

Statistical Significance – at the heart of scientific controversy 
 

The stimulus for this new column is a short opinion statement published in Na-
ture on 20 March 2019 with the title “Scientists rise up against statistical signifi-
cance”.   The statement was submitted by more than 800 leading scientists, in-
cluding a number of well-known statisticians.   Here is the URL where you can 
access the statement: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00857-9?fbclid=IwAR2-
P_x5Aam7mynXlj1WcvuzBDHt4tllyArVCIE6jTABJ9H4elon4gkf3ow 
Whether or not you agree with the authors’ ideas and proposals, I find the title 
alarming.  There is certainly the risk that many people may read only the title, 
jumping to conclusions that cast doubt on the scientific usefulness of statistical 
inference as a whole.  That is definitely not the message of the statement – but, 
as former ASA president Barry Nussbaum is fond of saying, what matters is often 
not what you said, but what they think you said.  Consequently, I think it is im-
portant for all of us to be aware of what is being said, and possibly misunderstood, in the broader communi-
ties within which we practice.  I will try to frame the discussion and to highlight some relevant articles in this 
column. 
 
The value of statistical hypothesis testing has been discussed by statisticians and scientists for many years.  
We have argued over the appropriate framework, with some advocating the Neyman-Pearson view of fixed 
level significance testing and others the use of Bayes factors; others the Fisherian approach of using p-values, 
which is something of a compromise, with the repeated sampling interpretation of classical statistics but the 
emphasis on the evidence in the observed data (and not just whether it exceeded a fixed threshold) that is 
more characteristic of the conditioning in a Bayesian analysis. 
 
Whatever your own position, I would be surprised if any of you avoid using p-values or adding the words 
“statistically significant finding” to some of the analyses you conduct.  So when 800 scientists publish this sort 
of statement in a leading venue like Nature – we need to be aware of the fires that are burning. 
 
There are many antecedents to the current debate.  But let me point to three articles that I think stand out as 
landmarks, one of them in the statistical literature.  The first is the 2005 article in PLoS Medicine by John Ioan-
nidis entitled “Why Most Published Research Findings Are False”.  The second is a 2014 editorial in the lead-
ing journal Science written by Marcia McNutt, then the journal editor and currently the president of the US 
National Academy of Sciences.  The third is the ASA statement on p-values, assembled by a committee of 
prominent statisticians, and published in The American Statistician in June, 2016  
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Ioannidis’ provocative article drew a great deal of attention and has been cited almost 7,000 times (from 
Google Scholar).   Here is the URL for the article: 
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article%3Fid%3D10.1371/journal.pmed.0020124 
Pointing to the fact that many research results are not successfully replicated, Ioannidis wrote that “There is 
increasing concern that in modern research, false findings may be the majority or even the vast majority of 
published research claims. However, this should not be surprising. It can be proven that most claimed re-
search findings are false. Here I will examine the key factors that influence this problem and some corollaries 
thereof.”  The statistical analysis used to support scientific claims, and in particular the culture of declaring a 
“finding” when it is accompanied by a p-value < 0.05, are key players.  Ioannidis examined the positive predic-
tive value of “statistically significant” studies under some assumptions about effect sizes, study power, multi-
ple testing, etc.  He found that this supported the notion that many of the reported findings are in fact false 
positives.  Ioannidis raised a number of suggestions to improve the situation.  These include gearing studies to 
have higher power, testing broad  
 
theories rather than narrow questions, combining independent studies through meta-analyses rather than 
relying on single study results, with care that all relevant results are made public, whether or not they would 
have led to declaring a discovery, and exercising much caution in over-interpreting low p-values that result 
from exploratory research. 
 
The editorial by McNutt, entitled “Reproducibility”, was published in Science on 17 January 2014, on page 
229.  You can access it at  DOI: 10.1126/science.1250475. 
In the editorial, McNutt emphasized the importance of reproducibility for scientific research and pointed out 
that "Recently, the scientific community was shaken by reports that a troubling proportion of peer-reviewed 
preclinical studies are not reproducible."  She went on to note that the issue is one that cuts across the sci-
ences.  More importantly, she promoted measures to address the problem.  These included new guidelines 
for transparency in reporting research and partnership with the American Statistical Association to add new 
review board members with expertise to critique the statistical methods that support the research.  The 
transparency guidelines included information on study design (how sample sizes are determined, use of ran-
domization, blinding) and what plans are declared at the outset for issues like handling outliers.  Subsequent-
ly, Science added a number of statisticians to the editorial board to implement the review guidelines. 
 
The debate among scientists and statisticians about the value of common statistical testing methods led the 
American Statistical Association to form a committee to draft a policy statement on behalf of the profession.  
It is the committee’s statement that was published by The American Statistician, and the statement was ac-
companied by short comments, sometimes critical, from some of the committee members.  The March 2019 
issue of The American Statistician goes a long step further, with a collection of more than 40 articles about 
the pros and cons of p-values for statistical science, preceded by a 20 page editorial by Ronald  Wasser-
stein, executive director of the ASA, Allen Schirm, from Mathematica Policy Research, & Nicole Lazar, from 
University of Georgia and the editor of TAS when the original article appeared in 2016.  As these are in the 
standard statistical literature, I will assume all of you can easily access them and devote my column to papers 
from other areas. 
 
In the remainder of the column, I will add some comments on other noteworthy articles and statements of 
opinion about statistical practice published outside the statistical literature.  
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● Benjamin et al., Nature Human Behaviour,  Volume 2, pages 6–10  (2018)  

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-017-0189-z 
 

● John P. A. Ioannidis, “The Proposal to Lower P Value Thresholds to .005,” Journal of the American Medical 

Association, 2018;319(14):1429-1430.  
doi:10.1001/jama.2018.1536 
 
A sequel to the ASA p-value statement was published in Nature Human Behavior by an impressive array of 
more than 70 scientists, including prominent statisticians.  Although the group notes diverse opinions about 
the best way to improve reproducibility in scientific research, they reached here a consensus on a very simple 
proposal -- to reduce the bar for declaring a ``significant'' statistical result from 0.05 to 0.005.  The group view 
is expressed well near the start of their statement: 
 
"We restrict our recommendation to claims of discovery of new effects.   We do not address the appropriate 
threshold for confirmatory or contradictory replications of existing claims. We also do not advocate changes 
to discovery thresholds in fields that have already adopted more stringent standards (for example, genomics 
and high-energy physics research; see the ‘Potential objections’ section below). 
 
We also restrict our recommendation to studies that conduct null hypothesis sig-
nificance tests. We have diverse views about how best to improve reproducibil-
ity, and many of us believe that other ways of summarizing the data, such as Bayes factors or other posterior 
summaries based on clearly articulated model assumptions, are preferable to P values. However, changing 
the P value threshold is simple, aligns with the training undertaken by many researchers, and might quickly 
achieve broad acceptance." 
 
A subsequent letter by Ioannidis advocating the p-value bar reduction was published in JAMA, a primary ven-
ue for disseminating medical research. 
 
 
Many scientists, in varied disciplines, are concerned about the many failures to substantiate earlier research 
findings.  One major effort of note is the Reproducibility Project in psychology, directed by the Center for 
Open Science and spearheaded by Brian Nosek of the University of Virginia.  The project identified 100 influ-
ential articles, all published in leading psychology journals in 2008, and set out to replicate the studies.  The 
Open Science Collaboration published the findings in Science in August, 2015.  Despite dedicated efforts to be 
true to the original studies, the project found that many of the results that were published as statistically sig-
nificant failed to pass criteria for statistical significance in the replicated experiment.  The abstract begins with 
the statement that “Reproducibility is a defining feature of science, but the extent to which it characterizes 
current research is unknown.”  The abstract also notes the possibilities for both random and systematic errors 
to generate findings that cannot be reproduced.  You can access the Science article at DOI: 10.1126/
science.aac4716 and the project itself at https://osf.io/ezcuj/ . 
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The following two articles provide views from other research domains.  Campbell Harvey published an article 
in the Journal of Finance in July 2017 entitled “The Scientific Outlook in Financial Economics”.   The article is 
based on Harvey’s presidential address to the American Finance Association – so clearly reflects issues that he 
saw as essential to progress in the field.  The focus is almost entirely on statistical inference, the usefulness of 
p-values, and alternatives that Harvey saw as better suited to the task of assessing empirical evidence.  You 
can find this article at https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jofi.12530.   
Bram Vanderborght, the editor of IEEE Robotics & Automation Magazine, published an editorial in the Sep-
tember 2018 issue of the journal, under the title “On Reproducible Research”.  Vanderborght’s editorial grew 
out of a panel discussion initiated by the IEEE Strategic Planning Committee.  The editorial promotes a num-
ber of specific measures within IEEE to enhance reproducibility.  “In addition to publishing the description in 
the journal paper text (written following the ‘Good Experimental Methodology’ guidelines), the required data 
sets, the complete code identifiers, and the hardware description of the simulation models, independent re-
searchers are given the opportunity to publish a short article about the results replication.”  This is named the 
“R-articles concept”.  The editorial also notes that IEEE is collaborating with a cloud-based platform where 
researchers can make available the code used to generate their research results.  You can view the editorial 
at https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/8464743 

I want to close this column by adding a few comments on the importance of converging to common vocabu-
lary in describing the issues associated with reproducibility.  Terminology is not a minor issue here.  The dis-
cussion on reproducibility cuts across many fields, from observational to experi-
mental, from laboratory to computational science, including social, life and physi-
cal science.  Researchers from these fields come with their own vocabulary and unspoken understandings, so 
that the same term may mean different things to different people.  If we don’t achieve common language, we 
are assured of a barren discussion.   A simple case in point is the terms “reproducibility” and “replication”.  
You will see these terms used in close tandem in the work of the Reproducibility Project in psychology:  a key 
to reproducible research is to replicate a study, trying to be as careful as possible to recreate all details of the 
original article.   
 
For a good discussion of terminology, I refer you to the very informative web site of my colleague Yoav Benja-
mini, who has made reproducibility a focal point of his own research.  See https://replicability.tau.ac.il/ and in 
particular, for terminology,    https://replicability.tau.ac.il/index.php/replicability-in-science/replicability-vs-
reproducibility.html 
The latter highlights differences between replication and reproducibility, adopting the approach to reproduci-
bility espoused by Roger Peng in an editorial in the journal Biostatistics.  You can find the editorial at  https://
academic.oup.com/biostatistics/article/10/3/405/293660   Peng, who is also at the forefront of research in 
the area, takes a minimalistic view of reproducibility – that one should be able to recreate any statistical in-
ference statements from the data sets, code and study design details.  Peng’s view aligns well with the IEEE 
editorial.  However, it is much more limited than the scope of the Science editorial or the Reproducibility Pro-
ject, which clearly address concerns over inconsistencies across different studies, not inability to repeat the 
exact computations applied to a single study.  If you engage with colleagues in these discussions, make sure 
that terms are well defined and understood. 
 
The final word is – be engaged!  These discussions are hot issues in current scientific research and relate to 
fundamental statistical concepts.   
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News and Other Announcements 
 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Professor Ronald Does Receives the 2019 Shewhart Medal (ASQ) and the 2019 Box Medal 
(ENBIS) 

Ronald Does, professor of industrial statistics at the Amsterdam Business School (ABS), 
University of Amsterdam, has been awarded the 2019 Shewhart Medal of the Ameri-
can Society for Quality (ASQ). Does will receive the award at the ASQ’s annual business 
meeting on 19 May 2019, prior to the ASQ World Conference on Quality and Improve-
ment in Fort Worth Texas from 20 to 22 May. The award recognizes the contributions 
Does has made in industrial statistics for the past 30 years. “I am honored to receive this 
award,” said Does. “The list of past winners is extremely distinguished, filled with col-
leagues who truly made significant contributions to the improvement of industrial quali-
ty, productivity, and reliability.” Among the past winners are W. Edwards Deming, 
George E.P. Box, John W. Tukey, Kaoru Ishikawa, Genichi Taguchi, and John F. Mac-
Gregor. 

The Shewhart Medal is named in honor of Walter A. Shewhart, who is often referred 
to as the “father of statistical quality control.” The medal is the highest award for technical leadership in the 
field of quality control. It is presented annually to an individual who has made the most outstanding contribu-
tions to the science and techniques of quality control or who has demonstrated leadership in the field of 
modern quality control. 

Professor Does has also been awarded the 2019 Box Medal by the European Network for Business and In-
dustrial Statistics (ENBIS). He is the first Dutch national ever to win the Box medal, an award that has been 
conferred annually since 2003. The Medal will be presented during the annual 19th ENBIS meeting to take 
place from 2 until 4 September in Budapest. 

The Box Medal is named after the prominent British statistician George Box. The award annually recognizes 
an extraordinary statistician who has made a remarkable contribution with his or her work in the develop-
ment and application of statistical methods in European business and industry.  

Ronald Does was one of the founders of ENBIS and in 2006 he was awarded the honorary title of ENBIS 
Founding Director. 

ABOUT THE WINNER: Ronald Does is Professor of Industrial Statistics, Director of the Institute for Business 
and Industrial STATISTICS and Head of the Department of Operations Management at the Amsterdam Busi-
ness School, University of Amsterdam. Does’ research areas include statistical process monitoring, lean six 
sigma, operational excellence and healthcare engineering. He has already won several professional awards, 
authored and co-authored many peer reviewed articles and books. He received his PhD in 1982, worked as a 
senior consultant at Philips Electronics and returned to the university in 1994 as director of the Institute for 
Business and Industrial Statistics (IBIS). “One foot in practice, the other in academics: that's how I practice our 
profession,” says Does. 

NOTE: We are grateful to University of Amsterdam for providing most of the content of this news item.   
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UNITED KINGDOM 

Rebecca Killick is Awarded the 2019 ENBIS Young Statistician Award 

The recipient of the 2019 Young Statistician Award, which is aimed to recognize 

the work of young people in introducing innovative methods, promoting the use 

of statistics and/or successfully using it in the daily practice, is Dr. Rebecca Killick. 

Rebecca Killick is a Senior Lecturer in Statistics at Lancaster University. Her prima-

ry research interests lie in the development of novel methodology for the analysis 

of univariate and multivariate nonstationary time series, inspired by and feed-

ing back into real world challenge. This covers many topics from developing 

models and model selection, to computationally efficient estimation and diag-

nostics. This research is typically motivated by problems in health, environ-

ment and business, and is sponsored by a range of SME's, big business and 

government organizations. As well as developing novel methodology, Rebecca 

firmly believes in enabling this research to be used by others in the form of open source software and tutori-

als. The changepoint package she developed for R has been downloaded over 100,000 times, used in over 

50 companies and cited over 500 times since 2013. It has also been ported to Python, Matlab and NAG by 

others. The award will be presented at the 2019 ENBIS conference in Budapest, Hungary (September 2-4). 

Murat Caner Testik, President-Elect and Chair of the ENBIS Award Committee 

USA 

Eugene Tuv Receives the 2019 ENBIS Best Manager Award 
Dr. Eugene Tuv is the recipient of the 2019 Best Manager Award, which is meant 

to recognize managers who gave a significant contribution to the success of their 

companies by advancing the spread and the practice of statistics in them. Dr. Tuv 

is a Senior Principal Research Scientist in the Logic Technology Development 

(LTD) division at Intel. He established and has been leading t h e  advanced statis-

tical/machine learning (AS&ML) group in LTD for more than 15 years. His team is 

focused on research, prototyping, development, and deployment of scalable, ro-

bust real-time state of the art machine learning and computer vision systems, 

targeting acceleration of semiconductor  process development and yield learning. 

State-of-the-art solutions developed by the AS&ML group have placed consistently 

among the top learning engines in the world, competing against academic and in-

dustry leaders in international academic challenges in machine/statistical learning since 2003. His research is

funded by NSF and other federal agencies. Prior to Intel he worked as a research scientist in the Institute of 

Nuclear Research, Ukrainian Academy of Science. Dr. Tuv holds postgraduate degrees in Mathematics and 

Applied Statistics. The award will be presented at the 2019 ENBIS conference in Budapest, Hungary 

(September 2-4).  

Murat Caner Testik, President-Elect and Chair of the ENBIS Award Committee 
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Statistics and Health Care Fraud: How to Save Billions – Tahir Ekin, Chapman and 
Hall/CRC, February 2019  

 

This book helps the public to become more informed citizens through 
discussions of real world health care examples and fraud assessment 
applications. The author presents statistical and analytical methods 
used in health care fraud audits without requiring any mathematical 
background. The public suffers from health care overpayments either 
directly as patients or indirectly as taxpayers, and fraud analytics pro-
vides ways to handle the large size and complexity of these claims. The 
book starts with a brief overview of global healthcare systems such as 
U.S. Medicare. This is followed by a discussion of medical overpay-
ments and assessment initiatives using a variety of real world exam-
ples. The book covers subjects such as: 

 

• Description and visualization of medical claims data 

• Sampling and overpayment estimation methods with exam-
ples using Rat-Stats 

• Prediction of fraudulent transactions 

• Detection of excessive billings 

• Revealing new fraud patterns 

• Challenges and opportunities with health care fraud analytics 

 

The book is published as part of the American Statistical Association (ASA) /CRC Press Series on Statistical 
Reasoning in Science and Society, please see https://www.crcpress.com/Statistics-and-Health-Care-Fraud-
How-to-Save-Billions/Ekin/p/book/9781138197428 for details. The aim of the series is to introduce the statis-
tical applications and reasoning in various fields to the general public.  

 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Dr. Tahir Ekin is an associate professor of quantitative methods in the McCoy College 
of Business, Texas State University. His previous work experience includes working as a statistician on health 
care fraud detection. His scholarly work on health care fraud has been published in a variety of academic 
journals including International Statistical Review, The American Statistician, and  Journal of Royal Statistical 
Society Series C. He is a recipient of the Texas State University 2018 Presidential Distinction Award in Scholar 
Activities and the ASA/NISS y-BIS 2016 Best Paper Awards. He has developed and taught courses in the areas 
of business statistics, optimization, data mining and analytics. Dr. Ekin also serves as Vice President of the 
ISBIS. 
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