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Dear ISBIS Colleagues and Friends:
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Let me start by telling you about the excellent ISBIS 2018 Conference at the U. Piraeus in Greece. There were nearly 150
participants from about 20 countries. On behalf of myself, the
ISBIS Exec and Council, special thanks to Sotiris Bersimis and
Athanasios Sachlas for their wonderful organization and for
giving us an excellent event in all aspects. I also heartily thank
all the participants, session organizers and chairs, speakers,
members of the Scientific Program Committee, members of
the Local Organizing Committee, the generous sponsors, and
all the student and staff volunteers, for making the conference
a big success. Congratulations to Gonzalo Chebi (a graduate
Nalini Ravishanker
student at the University of Buenos Aires, Argentina) and
Balaji Raman (Chief Statistician at Cogitaas, India) for best papers presented at the conference. They will each receive a Wiley book voucher.
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The general assembly at ISBIS 2018 was
well attended. I am so glad we had an
opportunity to thank current members
of ISBIS and to encourage others to join
ISBIS as well as ISI. In this newsletter,
Dan Jeske presents a report on ISBIS
membership. We are really happy that
our membership continues to show a
healthy growth, and would like to enhance this growth even further. Please
help – by renewing your membership,
and by encouraging your colleagues
and friends to join ISBIS and ISI.

Sotiris Bersimis

Athanasios Sachlas

There has been one change in the ISBIS Exec. Irena Ograjensek had to step down for personal reasons, and Martina Vandebroek very graciously agreed to take over as VP for Scientific Programs. I would like to express my deep gratitude to Irena for her service to ISBIS and wish her the best. I also thank the various committees who have worked tirelessly to make many things happen so well.

Ex-Officio Council Members
Lindsay Berry
Fabrizio Ruggeri
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We look towards the ISBIS 2019 Satellite Conference that
will be held in Bank Negara Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur, just
before the ISI-WSC 2019 (August 18-23). Please save the
dates August 14-16 2019 for the ISBIS conference with a
short course planned on August 13. More details will be
forthcoming on the ISBIS website very soon.
I am also very happy to congratulate David Banks, who is
the committee’s choice to give the ISBIS Presidential Lecture (aka the Gosset Lecture) at the ISI-WSC 2019 in Kuala
Lumpur.

Martina Vandebroek

Irena Ograjenšek

I hope you are enjoying our website. I
hope you are enjoying the blogs as much as I am. Stay tuned to many more! This Fall,
we are hoping to introduce some content in our Members-Only portion of the website
(my thanks to Lindsay Berry, our webmaster).
We continue to endorse or support conferences and workshops globally, please see announcements on our website, as
well as later in this newsletter. ISBIS will be very happy to support or endorse such activity – if you are interested, please feel
free to send a proposal.
David Banks

Please note that there will be a small increase in the ISBIS membership fee for all categories effective 2019. This is necessary in order to adapt to
some changes in ISI operational structure vis-à-vis its associations. We will provide
more details in our December newsletter. I personally thank you for your continued
membership in our Society and I hope that you will continue to support ISBIS and its
activities.

Lindsay Berry

Best wishes,
Nalini Ravishanker, ISBIS President
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The ASMBI Report
Dear ISBIS members,

Fabrizio Ruggeri

It was a pleasure meeting many of you in Piraeus. There we had three ASMBI events.
The first one was the usual ASMBI session where Stergios Fotopoulos presented a
paper on “Revisiting Multivariate Generalized Hyperbolic Laws for Modelling Financial
Log-returns — Empirical and Theoretical Considerations”. Rituparna Sen and Vadim
Sokolov discussed the paper, providing many excellent suggestions for its improvement. The paper was subsequently submitted to ASMBI and it is now under the usual
tough reviewing process. You will probably read the paper later on next year, along
with the discussion by Sen and Sokolov.

The second ASMBI event was the meeting of the Editorial Board. We appreciated that for the second year in a
row ASMBI has an impact factor above 1, which puts the journal again in the second quarter in the Statistics
and Probability category. We are happy but we would like to do better. We would like to count on you: submit your best papers and read the excellent ones we are publishing and get inspired by them (maybe my
opinion is slightly biased…)! We decided also to have a practitioner's corner where we publish papers on
emerging topics intended mostly for people who are not in the academic world. We feel those papers could
be useful in supporting ISBIS in its attempt to spread the use of sound statistical methods in the practice. Suggestions on the kind of papers and topics are highly welcome!
Last, but not least, Wiley offered two prizes (books for 150 GBP each)
named after ASMBI and International Statistical Review. The ASMBI prize
went to Balaji Raman, from Cogitaas Inc, India. Congratulations to Balaji!
Now, there is another event related to ISBIS 2018: a special issue out of
it! Please submit your paper, if presented at the conference, by October
31st, mentioning ISBIS 2018 as the name of the special issue. The webpage for submissions is https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/asmb
There is also another open call, with November 1st as deadline: a special
issue on Data Science in Business and Industry, out of a conference with
the same title in Torino, Italy, last May. Please mention the name of the
conference when asked for the name of the special issue.
Finally, I remind you that as ISBIS member you can access (ask ISBIS or me for password if you lost it) ASMBI
at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1526-4025 for free.
Fabrizio Ruggeri, ASMBI Editor-in-Chief (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it)
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The y-BIS Report
Dear colleagues and friends,
I hope you are having a great summer. y-BIS had good presence at the 2018 ISBIS Annual Conference in Piraeus, Greece.
In the y-BIS session of the conference, we had three remarkable early career women
statisticians present their work. First speaker, Ezgi Ozer, a doctoral student at Kadir
Has University, discussed her neural network based detection method for epileptic
seizures. Ayfer Ezgi Yilmaz, a post-doc research assistant at Hacettepe University,
presented inter-rater agreement and adjusted degree of distinguishability for 2 by 2
tables. Lastly, Damla Ilter, a doctoral student of statistics in Mimar Sinan University,
discussed hybrid artificial intelligence techniques for credit score modeling.
Tahir Ekin

L to R: Damla Ilter, Ozan Kocadagli, Ayfer Ezgi Yilmaz, Ezgi Ozer, Nalini Ravishanker, Tahir Ekin

Gonzalo Chebi is currently a PhD student in Mathematics at the University of Buenos
Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina. Along with his advisors Dr. Ana Bianco and Dr. Graciela
Boente, he is working on methods for robust and sparse estimation for the logistic regression model. Previously he completed a BMath degree in applied mathematics in
2015. With Dr. Graciela Boente as his advisor, he worked on robust methods for testing
the proportionality of covariance matrices under a high dimensional framework. Since
2014, Gonzalo has also been a teaching assistant at the University of Buenos Aires.
Since a young age, he has been involved in the Mathematical Olympiad, where he now
is a judge for both national and international events.
Gonzalo Chebi
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Balaji Raman is the chief statistician at Cogitaas, AVA, Mumbai, India. Cogitaas
specializes in Marketing Analytics. He has developed statistical solutions for leading
FMCG, e-commerce and retail companies across the globe for solving problems related to pricing, brand equity, media spends, and marketing spends optimization.
He graduated with a doctoral degree in Statistics from University of Connecticut
and briefly taught at Yale University.
In other news, the invited session we put together with 4 speakers has been approved by the ISI 2019 World Congress Scientific Committee. We look forward to
seeing you all in Kuala Lumpur in August 2019.
Lastly, we are in the process of organizing a y-BIS workshop in Istanbul, Turkey in
September 2019. The program will include presentations/short courses from industry and academia with regards to the topics of data science, analytics and statistical modeling applications in
business and industry. More details to follow soon.
Balaji Raman

A related announcement from the French Young Statisticians Group: They are organizing a Regional Workshop of the European Young Researchers in Statistics in Paris, France, on October 29-31, 2018.
Please see https://www.sfds.asso.fr/en/jeunes_statisticiens/manifestations/629-european_workshop/ for
details about the workshop.
As always, please feel free to let me know your suggestions to make y-BIS more successful.
Tahir Ekin, y-BIS Vice-President (t_e18@txstate.edu)

__________________________________________________________________________
ISBIS 2019 Satellite Conference
Bank Negara Malaysia
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
August 14-16, 2019
Preparations for ISBIS 2019 have begun in earnest. Martina Vandebroek has been appointed Co-Chair of the Scientific Program Committee (SPC) jointly with Toh Hock Chai, Bank Negara Malaysia. The website for the conference is under construction, you will hear soon about
its URL. In addition to plenary, invited and contributed presentations,
we expect to have a short course on August 13. Please mark your calendar and stay tuned for calls for invited and contributed sessions.
Martina Vandebroek
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The Membership Report: Profile of ISBIS Membership
In this column, we report on some ISBIS membership data. Starting with Table 1, we
can see that 44 new members have joined ISBIS between January 1, 2018 and June 30,
2018 (1H2018). However, nearly half of the new ISBIS members are not ISI members.
ISI membership is something for all ISBIS members to strongly consider as it provides
access to resources such as conferences, workshops and journals for all 7 societies of
ISI, with ISBIS being just one of those. ISI membership also enables a reduced registration fee for the diverse and exciting World Statistics Congress meetings.

Daniel R. Jeske

ISI Status

Count

Elected Member

17

Regular member

7

Not a member

20

Total

44

Table 1. New Members in 1H2018
by ISI Status

Figure 1. Historical ISBIS Membership Growth

Figure 1 shows the overall ISBIS membership data from 2007 to mid-year 2018. Year-to-date 2018 already
shows the second largest growth in new members, being eclipsed only by the growth between 2009 and
2010. With an equally strong second half, the new membership growth in 2018 will be the all-time high.
Please continue to encourage your colleagues to join ISBIS and ISI, and also think about nominating qualified
candidates for elected member status in ISI. Elected ISI members have the benefit of one free society membership, and of course we would like them to encourage them to select ISBIS.
Daniel R. Jeske, ISBIS Vice-President for Membership
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David Banks to Deliver the 2019 Gosset Lecture
I am pleased to announce that Professor David Banks will deliver the 2019 Gosset Lecture
(aka ISBIS Presidential Lecture) at the World Statistics Congress (WSC) in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. This decision follows the recommendation of the Gosset Lecture Search Committee and the ratification of the ISBIS’ Executive and Council. We thank David warmly for
accepting to be our 2019 Gosset Lecturer.
David Banks obtained an M.S. in Applied Mathematics from Virginia Tech in 1982, followed by a Ph.D. in Statistics in 1984. He won an NSF Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in
the Mathematical Sciences, which he took at Berkeley. In 1986 he was a visiting assistant
lecturer at the University of Cambridge, and then joined the Department of Statistics at
David Banks
Carnegie Mellon in 1987. In 1997 he went to the National Institute of Standards and Technology, then served as chief statistician of the U.S. Department of Transportation, and finally joined the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration in 2002. In 2003, he returned to academics at Duke University. David now
serves as Director of SAMSI.
David Banks was the coordinating editor of the Journal of the American Statistical Association. He co-founded
the Journal Statistics and Public Policy and served as its editor. He co-founded the American Statistical Association's Section on National Defense and Homeland Security, and has chaired that section, as well as the sections on Risk Analysis and on Statistical Learning and Data Mining. In 2003 he led a research program on Data
Mining at the Statistical and Applied Mathematical Sciences Institute; in 2008, he led a research program at
the Isaac Newton Institute on Theory and Methods for Complex, High-Dimensional Data; in 2012, he led another SAMSI research program, on Computational Advertising. He has published 74 refereed articles, edited
eight books, and written four monographs.
David Banks is past-president of the Classification Society, and has twice served on the Board of Directors of
the American Statistical Association. He recently completed his term an president of the International Society
for Business and Industrial Statistics. He is a fellow of the American Statistical Association and of the Institute
of Mathematical Statistics. He recently won the American Statistical Association's Founders Award.
His research areas include models for dynamic networks, dynamic text networks, adversarial risk analysis (i.e.,
Bayesian behavioral game theory), human rights statistics, agent-based models, forensics, and certain topics
in high-dimensional data analysis.
The Gosset Lecture is delivered at each WSC and is presented by ISBIS in recognition of outstanding statistical
work that furthers the mission of our society. Previous Gosset lecturers: Vijay Nair (2015, University of Michigan & Wells Fargo) and Bill Meeker (2017, Iowa State University).
Nalini Ravishanker, ISBIS President
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International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics:
INVITED PAPER SESSIONS
62nd ISI World Statistics Congress 2019
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
We are pleased to report on the response received regarding our call for proposals for ISBIS-sponsored Invited Paper Sessions (IPS) at the 2019 ISI World Statistics Congress, to be held from 18 to 23 August 2019 in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The deadline for submission of IPS proposals was 31 March 2018. There were 23
proposals submitted with ISBIS sponsorship and 14 of them were accepted. The proposals accepted cover a
healthy variety of topics in business and industrial statistics.
The session titles and organizers follow (in no particular order):
1. Time Series Analysis and its Computational Challenges in Business and Industry
Paulo Canas Rodrigues
2. Financial Time Series Modeling, Count Data, High Frequency, and Volatility
Bovas Abraham
3. Ways to Improve Critical Statistical Iiteracy
Reija Helenius
4. Providing Official Statistics for Small Areas
Balgobin Nandram
5. ISBIS y-bis Session: Recent Advances in Statistical Learning Applications
Tahir Ekin
6. Segmentation, Clustering, and Optimal Subset Selection for Complex Data
Xinwei Deng
7. The future of Statistical Capacity Building in Africa: An Example Through the WAEMU Modernization
and Harmonization of Household Surveys
Felicien Accrombessy
8. The Future of Work in Developing Economies: Automation and Skill Requirements Based on a Skillbased Approach
Connor Michael Joyce
9. Modeling of Multivariate and Non-Gaussian Dependent Data with Applications
Scott H. Holan
10. The Many Faces of Entropy, Extropy, and Information
Nozer Darabsha Singpurwalla
11. Data Science, Statistics, and Information Generation
Ron Kennett and Nalini Ravishanker
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12. Increasing Domain Experts’ Engagement with Statistics Through Statistical Collaboration Laboratories
Eric Vance
13. Advances in Risk Modelling for Actuarial Applications
Shaiful Anuar Abu Bakar
14 Probabilistic Forecasting and Deep Learning
Yves Grize
Beatriz Etchegaray Garcia
ISBIS Representative, ISI 2019 Scientific Programme Committee

_________________________________________________________________________

ISBIS 2018: International Symposium on Statistics in Business and Industry
July 4 - 6, 2018
University of Piraeus, Athens, Greece
http://conf.sta.unipi.gr/
A POST-CONFERENCE REPORT

General Information
The 2018 International Symposium on Business and Industrial
Statistics was held at the Department of Statistics and Insurance
Science, University of Piraeus, Greece, 4-6 July 2018.
The Symposium was organized by the Department of Statistics
and Insurance Science, University of Piraeus and the International
Society for Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS), which is an international society dedicated to the promotion of business and industrial statistics worldwide. ISBIS is part of the family of international associations that operate under the umbrella of the International Statistical Institute (ISI). ISBIS promotes applications, research, and best current practices in business and industrial statistics, facilitates technology transfer, and fosters communications among members and practitioners worldwide.
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Committees
The Scientific Program Committee of the ISBIS 2018 Meeting, in alphabetical order, was
 Bersimis Sotiris, University of Piraeus, Greece (Co-Chair)
 Does Ronald, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands
 Jeske Dan, University of California, USA (Co-Chair)
 Ograjensek Irena, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia (Co-Chair)
 Hosking Jonathan, Amazon USA
 Koutras Markos, University of Piraeus, Greece
 Manolopoulou Ioanna, University College of London, UK
 Markatou Marianthi, University at Buffalo, USA
 Schoengendorfer Angela, Google
 Sen Rituparna, Indian Statistical Institute, India
 Sparks Ross, CSIRO, Australia
 Tsui Kwok, City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
 Woodall William, Virginia Tech, USA
The Organizing Committee of the ISBIS 2018 Meeting, in alphabetical order, was









Bersimis Sotiris, University of Piraeus, Greece, (Co-Chair)
Jeske Dan, University of California-Riverside, USA (Co-Chair)
Koutras Markos, University of Piraeus, Greece, (Co-Chair)
Evangelaras Haralambos, University of Piraeus, Greece
Iliopoulos George, University of Piraeus, Greece
Kapatou Aleka, American University, USA
Sachlas Athanasios, University of Piraeus, Greece
Tzavelas Georgios, University of Piraeus, Greece

The Meeting in Numbers
The scientific program featured 42 sessions of approximately 120 excellent talks.
Almost 150 people from 28 countries took part in the meeting. From those, 3
were plenary speakers, 94 were invited speakers, 23 were contributed speakers,
and the rest were attendees (both from academia and industry), session organizers, members of SPC and LOC, and supporting staff.

42 sessions
120 talks
3 plenary speakers
94 invited speakers
23 contributed speakers

Plenary Speakers

The Meeting in numbers

The scientific program included 3 plenary speakers. On the first day, Prof.
Evdokia Xekalaki presented a talk entitled “On Modeling Overdispersion”. On the second day, Prof. Ron
Kenett presented a talk entitled “On Information Quality and Customer Surveys”. On the third and final day of the
Meeting, Prof. Subha Chakraborti presented a talk entitled “(Almost) Two Decades of Statistical Process Control Research: Some Reflections”.
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Prof. Evdokia Xekalaki

Prof. Ron Kenett

Prof. Subha Chakraborti

Welcoming Remarks
The ISBIS 2018 Meeting started off with several individuals, who were involved in organizing the meeting in different
capacities, offering welcoming remarks.

Sotiris Bersimis, Chair of the
LOC and the SPC

Markos V. Koutras, Vice-Rector
Univ. of Piraeus

Nalini Ravishanker, President
of the ISBIS

Athanasios Kyriazis, Head of the
Department of Statistics & Insurance
Science, Univ. of Piraeus
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Sponsors
The success of the ISBIS 2018 Meeting would not have been possible without the generous assistance of the following 9
sponsors: Cogitaas AVA, Style Data, TRILOBYTE STATISTICAL SOFTWARE, S.R.O., and ΙΝFΟRΜΑΤΙΟΝ RΕSΟURCΕS
ΗΕLLΑS Α.Ε.Ε.Ε.Α who funded the ISBIS 2018 Meeting, while National Bank of Greece, Imagination Travel, Greek National Tourism Organization, offered various useful materials for organizing the meeting, such as pens, notebooks,
maps, promotional material, gifts, and University of Piraeus and University of Piraeus Research Center who provided
the facility rooms and other help.
Of particular notice was the gift presented by Imagination Travel, the official ISBIS 2018 Meeting
travel agent, to each participant. This was the Pythagoras cup or the fair cup of Pythagoras of
Samos. The Pythagoras cup looks like a normal drinking cup, except that the bowl has a central
column in it, giving it the shape of a Bundt pan. The central column of the bowl is positioned directly over the stem of the cup and over the hole at the bottom of the stem. A small open pipe
runs from this hole almost to the top of the central column, where there is an open chamber.
The chamber is connected by a second pipe to the bottom of the central column, where a hole in
the column exposes the pipe to (the contents of) the bowl of the cup. When the cup is filled, liquid rises through the second pipe up to the chamber at the top of the central column, following
Pascal’s principle of communicating vessels. As long as the level of the liquid does not rise beyond the level of the chamber, the cup functions as normal. If the level rises further, however,
the liquid spills through the chamber into the first pipe and out the bottom. Gravity then creates
a siphon through the central column, causing the entire contents of the cup be emptied through The fair cup of Pythe hole at the bottom of the stem (Source: Wikipedia).
thagoras

Cross section of a Pythagorean cup being filled: at B, it is possible to
drink all the liquid in the cup; but at C, the siphon effect causes the cup
to drain

Cogitaas AVA

Style Data
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TRILOBYTE STATISTICAL
SOFTWARE, S.R.O.

IRI – ΙΝFΟRΜΑΤΙΟΝ
RΕSΟURCΕS ΗΕLLΑS Α.Ε.Ε.Ε.Α

National Bank of Greece

Imagination Travel

University of Piraeus

University of Piraeus
Research Center
Greek National Tourism
Organisation
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Some moments from the Meeting

Social Programme
Welcome cocktail
A welcome cocktail was held at the ceremony hall of the University of Piraeus the first night of the conference, including finger foods, beverages and light alcohol drinks.
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Gala Dinner
On Thursday night, the gala dinner of the Conference took place at Piscina Restaurant, next to the sea on
Marina Zeas (Pasalimani). A traditional Greek and Mediterranean buffet was offered.

Full-day excursion
A full-day excursion was organized for the ISBIS 2018 Meeting participants by the meeting’s official tourist agent
(Imagination Travel), the day after the end of the meeting. Participants visited Epidaurus (famous for its ancient theatre), Mycenae (famous for the palace of the kingdom of mythical Agamemnon), and Nafplion (the first capital of modern Greece with the Venetian fortress of Palamidi and the fortified islet of Bourtzi). 18 participants took part on the fullexcursion.
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Epidaurus, the ancient theatre

Mycenae, the Lion Gate

Nafplion, the islet of Bourtzi

Photos
A number of photos have been uploaded on the ISBIS 2018 Meeting website. To see the photos, visit
http://conf.sta.unipi.gr/photos-2/
and use the code ISBIS 2018! when requested. We acknowledge with thanks the photographic contributions of Costas
Vittis who took all the pictures of the Meeting.

Sotiris Bersimis and Athanasios Sachlas
On behalf of the Scientific Program Committee and the Local Organizing Committee
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Piraeus Conference in Pictures
Photographer: Costas Vittis.
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ISBIS Welcomes New Members
ISBIS is an international society dedicated to the promotion of business and
industrial statistics worldwide. This is interpreted broadly and includes industry and financial applications but also government and health services
among others. ISBIS is part of the family of international associations that
operate under the umbrella of the International Statistical Institute (ISI).
Any individuals interested in joining the Society will find all the application
materials at http://isbis-isi.org/membership.html.
ISBIS promotes applications, research, and best current practices in business and industrial statistics, facilitates technology transfer, and fosters communications among members and practitioners worldwide. Check our history as well as
conferences and activities since 1989 (http://isbis-isi.org/).
A reminder to current members and potential new members that ISBIS provides a variety of products and services as
well as networking opportunities, including activities aimed at promoting the careers of students and recent graduates.
In particular, ISBIS features:



Biennial international conferences that cover case studies, applications, best practices, and state-of-the-art
research developments, and attract participants from across the world;



An active slate of regional conferences and workshops as well as
meetings that are co-organized with local societies to focus on the
specific needs of the regions;



An international journal, Applied Stochastic Models in Business and
Industry (ASMBI) with free on-line access to ISBIS members
(published by Wiley);



A regular newsletter, ISBIS News, sent by e-mail to all members and
freely available in the ISBIS website (http://isbis-isi.org/
publications.html);



35% discount for ISBIS members on all Wiley books;



A website http://isbis-isi.org/ that provides a broad range of information;



A Members-Only area with free access to ASMBI and ISBIS sponsored
events;



A Young Statisticians group (y-BIS) created by ISBIS to facilitate communications among people starting
their careers and to provide support in a variety of ways — jobs network, Help Desk, social networking site.
(For more information, contact Tahir Ekin, Vice-President for y-BIS, at t_e18@txstate.edu).



Lower rates at all official ISBIS events.

Any individuals interested in joining the Society will find all the application materials at http://isbis-isi.org/
membership.html.
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ISI ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dear ISI Member,
The International Statistical Institute has a number of awards and prizes running currently, to be presented at the 62nd ISI World Statistics Congress (WSC) in Kuala Lumpur, from 18-23 August 2019. In addition, we have upcoming funding opportunities
for the developing country participants to attend this WSC. Please see the details below. We would appreciate it if you could circulate this information among your colleagues and those who might be interested. If you have any questions about any of
these awards or funding opportunities, please do not hesitate to contact us at:
https://isi-web.org/index.php/about-isi/contact-isi/contact-form
With my best regards,
Ada van Krimpen, ISI Director

2019 Mahalanobis International Award
The award recognizes an individual for lifetime achievements in statistics in a developing country or region
and is sponsored by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation of the Government of India.
Nominations are still possible until 31 August 2018. More a
https://isi-web.org/index.php/activities/awards/isi-awards/mahalanobis-award

2019 Karl Pearson Prize
The Prize, established by the ISI in collaboration with Elsevier Publishers, recognizes a research contribution
that has had profound influence on statistical theory, methodology, practice, or applications. The deadline for
nominations is 15 September 2018. More at
https://isi-web.org/index.php/activities/awards/isi-awards/pearson-award

2019 Jan Tinbergen Awards for Young Statisticians
ISI invites submission of papers for the 2019 Jan Tinbergen competition. The winners will present their papers
in the special Tinbergen session at the 62nd ISI WSC. The deadline for submissions is 30 September 2018.
More at
https://isi-web.org/index.php/activities/awards/isi-awards/tinbergen-award
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International Prize in Statistics
The International Prize in Statistics is the most prestigious award in statistics profession and is organized by
five leading international statistical organizations. The prize recognizes individuals whose powerful and original ideas led to breakthroughs in other disciplines or have had important practical effects on the world. Nominations are now open for the second edition of the prize. The closing date for nominations is 15 August 2018.
More at
http://statprize.org/nominations.cfm

World Bank Trust Fund for Statistical Capacity Building for the 62nd ISI WSC
The ISI announces the upcoming call for funding opportunities for developing country participants to attend
the ISI WSC in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from 18-23 August 2019. The World Bank Trust Fund for Statistical
Capacity Building (WB TFSCB) is for permanent residents of developing countries, who aim to expand the statistical capacity in their country through active participation in the scientific programme of the ISI WSC in
Kuala Lumpur. More at
https://isi-web.org/index.php/activities/funding-awards

_______________________________________________________________
ISBIS-SPONSORED WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES
The First Iranian Actuarial Conference, 18-19 August 2018, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, IRAN,
http://iac1.ir/, PRACTICE ANDPROGRAMMING

Regional Workshop on Basic and Advanced Time Series Analysis: Theory, Practice and Programming, 11-14 September 2018, Anchor University, Lagos, NIGERIA, www.aul.edu.ng/isbis2018
Workshop on Time-to-Events and Time Series Data Analysis Using R-2018, 27-29 September
2018, Cochin University of Science and Technology (CUSAT), INDIA, http://www.cusat.ac.in/view_news.php?
id=2084

The Fourth Conference and Workshop on Statistical Methods in Finance, 17-20 December 2018,
Chennai Mathematical Institute, Chennai, INDIA, http://statfin.cmi.ac.in/2018/
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ISBIS ENDORSED WORKSHOPS AND CONFERENCES
International Conference on Emerging Innovations in Statistics & Operations Research (2018
EISOR), 27-30 December 2018, Department of Statistics, Maharshi Dayanand University, INDIA,
www.isps.org.in

_______________________________________________________________
Next Editor of the Journal of Quality Technology (JQT):
Dr. Bianca Colosimo
The JQT Editor Search Committee is very happy to introduce Dr. Bianca Colosimo as
the next Editor of the Journal of Quality Technology. Dr. Colosimo will serve as Editor-Elect for 2018, and as the Editor for 2019–2021. Dr. Colosimo is Full Professor
and Deputy Head of the Department of Mechanical Engineering of Politecnico di
Milano in Italy. She is member of the Editorial Review Board of JQT since 2006. Dr.
Colosimo is also associate editor of IISE Transactions, council member of the European Network of Business and Industrial Statistics, and member of the Quality, Statistics and Reliability Advisory Board of INFORMS. She is one of the top current
scholars in industrial statistics. Dr. Colosimo has published extensively in the top
industrial statistics journals such as JQT, Technometrics, and the International Journal of Production Research. She has given keynote and invited presentations across
the globe at such meetings as the Stu Hunter Research Conference, Joint Statistical
Bianca Colosimo
Meetings, and INFORMS conferences. ASQ is extremely happy that Dr. Colosimo has
agreed to lead its flagship technical journal. The Society knows that JQT is in the hands of a very capable
steward for the next several years.
Ronald Does, Chair of JQT Editor Search Committee
Fugee Tsung, Editor-in-Chief of JQT
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ISBIS MEMBER NEWS

Sotiris Bersimis Receives Distinguished Accolades
We congratulate Sotiris Bersimis on his exemplary recent recognitions. Sotiris received the
European Network for Business and Industry Statistics (ENBIS) Best Manager Award for
2018 . He was also elected the new President of European Healthcare Fraud & Corruption
Network (EHFCN). Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras of Greece commented on Twitter congratulating Sotiris on this double distinction.
Sotiris received the 2018 European Network for Business and Industry Statistics (ENBIS) Best
Manager Award for his achievements as the President of the Greek Organization for Health
Care Services Provision (OHCSP) for the period 2016-2018. This is the first time this award
Sotiris Bersimis
has been given to a manager of a public organization from Greece. The OHCSP is the public
health security fund in Greece, responsible for approximately 11 million people, the largest public organization related
to health in the country and one of the largest health/social security funding organizations in Europe, with 35,000 contracted healthcare providers and an annual budget of 5.5 billion euros. The ENBIS Best Manager Award aims to recognize managers who use statistics to significantly contribute to the success of their organizations. The ENBIS committee
reported “Sotiris Bersimis has been using his theoretical insights into statistics to help manage the efforts aimed at continuously improving quality of healthcare services in Greece”. The critical reason for his success rests on the added value
management he implemented through innovation by using statistical methods and state of the art technology. In particular, the big data analysis supports the OHCSP management team to (i) identify new opportunities, real patient
needs, and fraud cases, (ii) optimize distribution of available resources, and (iii) improve quality of services. This analysis in combination with state of the art technology and statistical process monitoring methods allows real time control
of all OHCSP processes. This, in turn, leads to smarter management decisions and actions, more efficient operations,
cost reduction, improvement of financial situation and finally better services for all citizens. The spectacular reduction
of organization’s arrears and the successful avoidance of fraud, are the two most characteristic elements of this innovative management, and the result of this smart strategy has led to the implementation of a successful and proactive
change management.
Sotiris has also been elected as the new President of European Healthcare Fraud & Corruption Network (EHFCN).
EHFCN is a non-profit organization dedicated to combating fraud and waste in the healthcare sector across Europe and
with a vision to create a fraud-proof culture within European healthcare systems for the benefit of patients. Choosing
Sotiris as its President is a recognition of his excellence in designing innovative solutions against fraud and corruption by
combining statistics and technology.
Sotiris is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Statistics and Insurance Science of the University of Piraeus and
President of the Organization for Health Care Services Provision (OHCSP) in Greece. He recently became an

elected member of ISI and totally shares its mission to lead support and promote the understanding, development and good practice of statistics worldwide. We wish Sotiris continued success in all his endeavors.
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ISI Elected Members 2018 - Second Round
The International Statistical Institute (ISI) announced recently the new ISI Elected Members, elected in the second
round of 2018. They are:
Driss Afza (France), Francesco Bartolucci (Italy), Sotirios Bersimis (Greece), Guillaume Philippe Chauvet (France),
George Whitfield Cobb (USA), Johanna Hardin (USA), Karel Kupka (Czech Republic), Paul van der Laan (The Netherlands), Marica Manisera (Italy), Mhmed Mesfiouin (Canada), Stephen Ruberg (USA), Aila Särkkä (Sweden), Thorsten
Schmidt (Germany), Mamandur Rangaswamy Srinivasan (India), Elizabeth Ashley Steel (USA), Sreenarayanapurath
Madhavan Sunoj (India), Román Viveros-Aguilera (Canada),Christopher Wikle (USA), Weixin Yao (USA), Zhiwei Zhang
(USA), and Paola Zuccolotto (Italy).
Upon joining the ISI, each elected member is entitled to join one of the ISI associations of their choice for free with the
exception of IASC and the Bernoulli Society as it is compulsory to subscribe to their journals. ISBIS welcomes any
elected member with an interest on business and industrial statistics.

________________________________________________________________________
Reliability Modelling and Analysis in Discrete Time, 1st Edition – Nair, Sankaran & Balakrishnan
In their recently published book, Reliability Modelling and Analysis in Discrete Time
(Academic Press), authors Unnikrishnan Nair, P.G. Sankaran & N. Balakrishnan provide an
overview of the probabilistic and statistical aspects connected with discrete reliability systems. This engaging book discusses their distributional properties and dependence structures before exploring various orderings between different reliability structures. Through
clear explanations, multiple examples, and exhaustive coverage of the basic and advanced
topics of research in this area, the work provides the reader with a thorough understanding
of the theory and concepts associated with discrete models and reliability structures. A
comprehensive bibliography assists readers who are interested in further research and understanding. Requiring only an introductory understanding of statistics, this book offers
valuable insight and coverage for students and researchers in Probability and Statistics,
Electrical Engineering, and Reliability/ Quality Engineering. The book also includes a comprehensive bibliography to assist readers seeking to delve deeper.

Key Features:



Includes a valuable introduction to Reliability Theory before covering advanced topics of research and
real world applications



Features an emphasis on the mathematical theory of reliability modeling



Provides many illustrative examples to foster reader understanding
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Singular Spectrum Analysis Using R, 1st Edition – Hassani & Mahmoudvand
In this book, authors Hossein Hassani & Rahim Mahmoudvand provide a
broad introduction to computational aspects of Singular Spectrum Analysis
(SSA), which is a non-parametric technique. Their approach requires no prior
assumptions such as stationarity, normality or linearity of the series. This
book is unique as it not only details the theoretical aspects underlying SSA,
but also provides a comprehensive guide enabling the user to apply the theory in practice using R software. Further, it provides the user with step- bystep coding and guidance for the practical application of the SSA technique to
analyze their time series databases using R. The first two chapters present
basic notions of univariate and multivariate SSA and their implementations in
the R environment. The next chapters discuss the applications of SSA to
change-point detection, missing-data imputation, smoothing and filtering.
This book is appropriate for researchers, upper level students (masters level
and beyond) and practitioners wishing to refresh their knowledge of times
series analysis or to quickly learn about the main mechanisms of SSA.

_______________________________________________________________
Editor’s Notes
Dear ISBIS members,
Thanks to all who contributed to this issue. I am always amazed by the large number of ISBIS members who
help in different capacities in shaping the newsletter. Among them are all the society executives but also
many more colleagues involved in the organization of society activities and other activities related to business
and industrial statistics.
A portion of the newsletter is dedicated to highlight the ISBIS 2018 conference held in early July in Piraeus,
Greece. It was a very successful meeting on all accounts. I am grateful to Sotiris Bersimis and Athanasios
Sachlas not only for their leadership in organizing the conference but also for preparing the post-conference
report published in this issue.
Thanks to Yili Hong and David Steinberg for their great help with ISBIS News. Special thanks to Tahir Ekin for
proofing the issue.
Román Viveros-Aguilera, Editor of ISBIS News

This newsletter was produced in Microsoft Publisher 2010; layout: Román Viveros-Aguilera.
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