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It is a pleasure to say a big hello to all of you! It was wonderful to see many of you at the ISI-WSC 2017 in Marrakech,
meet old ISI and ISBIS friends and make new ones. I hope we
will have more opportunities to meet up in the coming
months.
We had a change of guard at our ISBIS General Assembly at
the WSC in Marrakech. On behalf of all of us, I express my
deepest gratitude to the outgoing ISBIS Executive Committee
- David Banks, Roger Hoerl, Kristina Lurz, Pilar Muñoz, and Kwok Tsui, and to the outgoing Council members - Oliver Chinganya, Luis Escobar, Irena Ograjenšek, and Galit
Shmueli. Special thanks to David for his excellent leadership and to the whole Exec and
Council for all the work they have put into moving ISBIS forward into the age of Big Data
and Data Science - a big thank you!
I am also pleased to join you in welcoming the new Executive Committee - Fabrizio Rug‐
geri (President elect), Irena Ograjensek (VP Scientific Program), Román Viveros Aguilera
(VP Communications), Daniel Jeske (VP Membership & Outreach), and Tahir Ekin (VP yBIS), as well as the new members of the Council - Yili Hong, Julie Novak, Rahim
Mahmodvand, and Olawale Awe. They join our continuing Council members Narayana
Balakrishna, Birger Madsen, Changsoon Park, and Paulo Rodrigues. Together, we must
keep up the momentum and serve ISBIS members and the B&I Statistics community.
People staying on in various roles at ISBIS – thank you. Lindsay Berry (PhD student at
Duke University) has done an excellent job so far as our webmaster. Good news is that
she has enthusiastically agreed to continue, thank you Lindsay. Román and David Stein‐
berg have graciously agreed to continue delivering excellent ISBIS newsletters and Yili will
continue to be our point person to collect/send news items for the ISI monthly electronic
outlet. David will continue to write a column in the newsletter Highlighting Interesting
Articles that are NOT in the Statistics Literature. We would love to get your feedback!
News from Marrakech! We had several excellent sessions, and it was a wonderful opportunity to meet old ISI and ISBIS friends and make new ones. Many thanks to the organizers, chairs, speakers, discussants, and participants of all ISBIS (co-)sponsored sessions, as
well as to ISBIS members who participated in all events at the ISI-WSC. Here are some
highlights, please see our website for more details and stay tuned for some pictures. Vijay
Nair, the 2016 Gossett Lecturer, gave an excellent lecture, and Hongxia Yang was the
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featured ASMBI session speaker. Congratulations to Fabrizio who is now a VP of ISI, and for receiving an ISI
Service Award at the WSC. Tahir Ekin, Carlos Trucios, Rahim Mahmoudvand, and Jorge Saavedra Torrico
were the 2016 awardees of the best paper and best poster competition for young researchers in 2016. We
look forward to an even stronger ISBIS participation in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia at the ISI-WSC 2019.
Our ISBIS 2017 Conference at IBM T.J. Watson Research Center was a resounding success, thanks to our
young leaders, Beatriz (Stefa) Etchegaray Garcia, Marian Farah, Julie Novak, and Angela Schoergendorfer,
Hongxia Yang, and Tahir Ekin, as well as all the participants. Congratulations to the winners of the student
poster competition: Aki Nishimura (Duke University), Chih-Li Sung (Georgia Institute of Technology), Liangli‐
ang Zhang, (Michigan State University), Phyllis Wan (Columbia University), and Zhaohu (Jonathan) Fan (Penn
State University. We have posted a few pictures on the website and hope to make more available soon.
Thank you for supporting this conference in various ways.
Also, please stay tuned for details about our upcoming ISBIS 2018 Conference, July 4-6 in Athens, Greece,
see http://isbis2018.unipi.gr/. A big thank-you to Sotiris Bersimis for taking the
leadership on this conference and to everyone who has been volunteering in various capacities. We look forward to an exciting conference with an excellent slate of
talks.
I would like to share with you our positive steps towards capacity building that is
currently a strong focus of ISI as well. At ISBIS, we have been active on this front for
the past few years, as you know. This year, we will continue these efforts through a
y-BIS co-sponsored conference in Iran in September, two workshops in India and a
workshop in Sri Lanka in December. For 2018 and beyond, it will be great to expand
these efforts in Africa and South America, through face-to-face as well as virtual/
Sotiris Bersimis
distance based forums. Also, let us explore the idea of reaching out to the teachers
in high schools and pre-university institutions, and making them aware of new developments in our field. Good suggestions and proposals for workshops or short courses that ISBIS can (co-)
sponsor are very welcome!
Thank you for this opportunity to serve ISBIS. Please stay tuned and participate!
Best wishes,
Nalini Ravishanker, ISBIS President
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Report from the Past-President
Wow! The last two years have been amazing. It was an honor to serve and I enjoyed
everything that ISBIS did, but I promise you it is a relief to hand things over to Nalini. She
has been a rock amidst all sorts of fusses and bothers, and I cannot express my gratitude
sufficiently.
I think we have accomplished some very good things. We have a new website (http://
www.isbis-isi.org/) and a new webmaster (Lindsay Berry). We have had annual
meetings and satellite meetings and hosted many workshops in the developing world.
We have found outstanding new VPs and Council Members and a President-Elect who
will all do us proud. The William Sealy Gosset Lecturership has gone to Vijay Nair, and
we have made many other awards in poster and paper competitions over the last two
David Banks
years. We have made arrangements for ISBIS 2018 to be held in Athens, Greece
(actually, the Piraeus, but that is a distinction which should only bother historians). Our journal, Applied Stochastic Models in Business and Industry, has substantially raised its impact factor, which now stands at 1.095
(and the journal is planning a special memorial issue in honor of Kathryn Chaloner). We have moved our society further in the direction of statistics for IT industries, which should be important to our future, both in
terms of relevance and attracting younger and cooler researchers. And I hope that, by the time you read
this, we shall have approved a new set of statutes for the society, which will make us legal in the eyes of
Dutch law (although there is a certain cachet to being a outlaw organization).
I want to thank all of you for your volunteer efforts to keep ISBIS strong. So many of you have organized sessions at meetings, made posters, judged posters, offered advice, led workshops, and even just showed up for
a meeting. That work is the heart of a professional society, and you have kept ISBIS vital.
There are many plans afoot for new meetings and workshops and projects. But Nalini is the future and I
leave it to her to speak to those.
Deeply grateful,
David Banks, Past-President of ISBIS
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The ASMBI Report
Dear ISBIS members,

Fabrizio Ruggeri

I just came back (after a relaxing tour in the desert) from the ISI World Statistics Congress in Marrakech, Morocco, where we had an ASMBI Editorial Board (EB) meeting
and an ASMBI Discussion Paper session. The latter was based on a talk by one of our
Associate Editors, Hongxia Yang (Alibaba, China), who spoke about Computational
advertisement and its meta analysis in practice. Her talk was followed by the discussions by David Banks (Duke University, USA, now ISBIS Past President) and Quan Lu
(Yahoo, USA). Hongxia and the discussants provided a thorough insight on the developments of one of the new directions in B&I research. ASMBI is paying attention to
the traditional fields in B&I but it wants also to contribute to research in emerging
fields, such as computational advertisement. You will read Hongxia's paper in one of
the next ASMBI issues.

At the EB meeting, we first commented very positively on the news about the increased importance of the
journal, through the number of downloads and, even more, cited papers: I am glad to report to you that the
ASMBI impact factor almost doubled this year and it stands now at 1.095! I am not so fond of impact factors,
since there might be a lucky year when a paper gets many citations (this
year!) and then one with less citations but the journal is always the same;
there are other factors that are relevant. My favourite example is the first
paper by George Box, published 80 years ago and reprinted a few years
ago by ASMBI: nobody will cite the ASMBI paper but I believe we did a
great service to our community. The same applies to the current issue,
devoted to Kathryn Chaloner's legacy: I do not know how much the papers in it will be cited but we felt it was our duty to honour a person who
gave a lot to our B&I community (and to many others, as well). ASMBI is
not only a statistical journal in B&I but it is the ISBIS official journal and it
has to contribute to the Association's mission as much as it can. At the EB
meeting we discussed some ideas about strengthening the links with
ISBIS and its members (who should always remember that ASMBI is free
to them!). We are planning to send content alerts to interested ISBIS
members, upon publication of issues. You will learn more in one of the
next ISBIS Newsletters about this and other ideas.
In Marrakech, former ISBIS and ISI President Vijay Nair (Wells Fargo, USA) gave the Gossett Lecture, the ISBIS
most prestigious lecture, on An overview of machine learning methods and some applications in business and
finance. Vijay kindly agreed to submit a paper (he promised two, actually) to ASMBI: it will be an inspiring one
(as a Bayesian, I have a prior opinion on it!).
We are now working on the next ASMBI Discussion Paper session at ISBIS 2018 in Greece: ideas about topic
and speaker are welcome, as well as more general comments and suggestions: just write to fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it. I remind you that, as ISBIS member, you can access (ask for password if you lost it) ASMBI at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1526-4025 for free.
Fabrizio Ruggeri, ASMBI Editor-in-Chief (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it)
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The y-BIS Report
Dear colleagues and friends,
Greetings from the WSC in sunny Marrakech. I am very excited to join the Executive
Committee of ISBIS as VP of y-BIS (Young Business and Industrial Statisticians). I want to
greet everyone in our community. Let me briefly introduce myself. I am currently an
assistant professor of quantitative methods at Texas State University McCoy College of
Business. My research interests broadly include Bayesian modeling and simulation
based stochastic optimization. I have been involved with teaching statistics and data
mining courses.
I have been a member of ISBIS and y-BIS since 2012. I believe the strength of ISBIS relies
on the international aspect as well as the collaboration among statisticians from both
industry and academia. My broad plans for y-BIS include having strong and diverse
young researcher presence in ISBIS events. Under Kristina’s and Rahim's leadership, y-BIS is co-organizing a
conference in Hamedan, Iran in September 2017. See this ISBIS News issue and the conference website for
details. Then next summer, we will have an ISBIS Meeting in Athens, Greece in July 4-6, 2018. Please save the
date and stay tuned for more details about y-BIS related events.
Tahir Ekin

Another important initiative is to help the graduate students network and ease their transition to early career
positions. In that direction, I led the efforts of y-BIS to organize a poster session and a poster competition during the ISBIS 2017 Meeting. 19 students and 4 faculty members presented their work. Thanks to the effort of
Conference Organizing Committee and generous sponsors, we were able to provide the student presenters
with free registration and accommodation. The poster session took place between 1 and 2 pm for two days,
and was well-attended. The posters were evaluated by the Poster Prize Committee that consisted of Veroni‐
ka Rockova, Jesus Jimenez, Daniel Zantedeschi, Saurabh Mishra, Francis Mendez, Sitki Gulten, Yasuo
Amemiya and myself. Five students were awarded gifts as the result of the poster competition. These are (in
no particular order) Liangliang Zhang (Michigan State), Aki Nishimura (Duke), Chih-Li Sung (Georgia
Tech), Zhaohu (Jonathan) Fan (Penn State) and Phyllis Wan (Columbia). See p. 9 of this issue for additional
details, including winning poster titles and pictures of the winners. I want to thank all students who submitted
poster abstracts, presented their work and all our reviewers who provided valuable feedback.
Lastly, special thanks go to Kristina Lurz, who displayed commendable leadership the last two years as the yBIS chair. I am very lucky to be preceded by her.
I want to emphasize that I would love to hear from each of you, both young and senior statisticians, about
how to improve our society. Please feel encouraged to share your ideas and initiatives, and I will do my best
to work with you. I am looking forward to serving our community.
Thank you,
Tahir Ekin, y-BIS Vice-President (t_e18@txstate.edu)
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Report from the y-BIS Past Vice-President
Dear colleagues and friends,
Since my term as y-BIS chair is now officially over, I would like to use this opportunity to
reminisce about the last two years that have been a unique, interesting as well as an
exciting experience for me.
I can proudly say that the Young Statisticians have continued to be active within ISBIS in
various ways. In a group of people sharing a common interest, the initiative of the people involved is key. I would like to thank all those people for organizing and participating in sessions and workshops at various conferences, submitting and reviewing papers and posters for competitions, attending and co-organizing the y-BIS conference
Kristina Lurz
and the ISBIS officials supporting the young statisticians‘ initiatives both from an administrative point of view as well as with their ideas.
The highlights are:






A y-BIS session at the ISBIS Meeting in Barcelona in June 2016.
The ASA-NISS Best y-BIS Paper Award awarded during the ISBIS Meeting in Barcelona in June 2016.
A students poster competition in the ISBIS 2017 meeting at the IBM Watson Research Center in White
Plains, New York, USA, held June 7-9, 2017, led by Tahir Ekin.
An Invited Paper Session at the WSC 2017 in Marrakech: “Young researchers' session on Functional Data
Analysis” organized by Nihan Acar Denizli and myself.
Conference on “Modern Methods in Insurance Pricing and Industrial Statistics” in Hamedan, Iran, in September 2017, organized by Rahim Mahmoudvand, Søren Asmussen and myself (still to come).

It has been a pleasure to work with you for the past two years and I will be happy to observe the progress of y
-BIS in the years to come. Engaging in y-BIS should be a must for any young statistician interested in industrial
and business statistics anywhere around the globe. I am sure that ideas of what y-BIS can do for you are always most welcome.
I wish Tahir Ekin, my successor, both a lucky hand as well as fun with his new responsibilities. I hope he receives the support from fellow junior and senior statisticians that I was given and that is vital to the success of
y-BIS. I am very grateful.
Thank you,
Kristina Lurz, y-BIS Past Vice-President
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ISBIS 2017 – IBM Research
Yorktown Heights, New York, USA
Meeting Highlights
The ISBIS 2017 Conference was held at the IBM Research headquarters in Yorktown Heights, New York from
June 7th-9th, 2017. The conference theme was “Statistics in Business Analytics” and it was the largest ISBIS
conference so far with over 130 attendees! The full program and additional information can be found on the
conference website, www.isbis2017.org. The diversity of attendees is a point worth highlighting:


74 attendees from industry and 62 from academia



23 from non-academic research institutes (e.g., AT&T Labs Research, Microsoft Research, Los Alamos National Laboratory)



51 from tech companies (e.g., Google, Facebook, Warby Parker, Dstillery, The Climate Corporation)



Attendees from 21 different countries (e.g., Austria, Hungary, India, Iran, Malaysia, Mexico)



20 from various IBM divisions (e.g., Research, Watson Health, The Weather Company, Chief Analytics
Office)



20 graduate students from universities across the United States, Switzerland, and Nigeria

All of the conference organizers are women
statisticians in industry: Beatriz Etchegaray Garcia
and Julie Novak from IBM Research, Marian
Farah from The Climate Corporation, Angela
Schoergendorfer from Google, and Hongxia Yang
from Alibaba Group. As a result, most of the invited session organizers were women as well (only 6
of 21 sessions were organized by men, and only
two sessions were all-male). While men participated throughout the various sessions, the leading role and presence of women throughout the
conference is something worth noting. The three
keynote speakers are also highly influential women in statistics and business analytics.
The conference kicked off with a motivating welLeft to right: Marian Farah, Angela Schoergendorfer,
come address given by Dario Gil, Vice President
Beatriz Etchegaray Garcia, Julie Novak
of Sciences and Solutions of IBM Research. Dario
gave all a warm welcome to the Thomas J. Watson Research Center, the headquarters of IBM Research – the largest industrial research organization in the
world, with 12 labs on six continents. Established in 1961, the building was designed by the architect Eero
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Saarinen, a master of 20th century American architecture.
Three excellent keynote presentations were delivered by leading scientists from both applied and theoretical
statistics. Brenda Dietrich, IBM Fellow and Vice President of Data Science, delivered the first keynote address
“Riding Technology Waves: Perspectives and Opportunities for Leveraging Data”. Brenda’s expertise in industry applications of analytical methods helped set the stage for the conference’s focus on business process improvement and data-driven decision making using statistical methodology. Duke University’s Professor and
Chair of the Department of Statistical Science, Merlise A. Clyde, reviewed the role Bayesian modelling has
played and continues to play in statistics and data analysis with her talk “Bayesian Model Choice: Past, Present, and Future”. Moorea Brega, Sr. Director, Data Science, Premise Data, addressed key challenges and
new technological innovations surrounding data collection for metric computation and tracking in “When
Less is More: Adaptive Data Collection for Economic Indicators”.

Dario Gil

Brenda Dietrich

Merlise Clyde

Moorea Brega

The program featured a variety of original and unpublished work, work in the early stages of progress as well,
and recently published. This made the program attractive to senior and junior researchers in both industry
and academia. Veronika Rockova from the University of Chicago, Booth School of Business, organized a session with speakers from academia on “Statistical Models for Complex Data” which included speakers Daniel
Zantedeschi from The Ohio State University, and Richard Hahn and Veronika Rockova, both from the University of Chicago, Booth School of Business. Aliza Heching from IBM Research organized the industry session,
“Statistical Applications in the Financial Services and Media Industries”, which included Arun Verma from
Bloomberg, Samer Takriti from Viking Global Investors, and Rahel Jhirad from Hearst. This session focused on
how to use statistical and machine learning methods in the context of quantifying financial risk, and in image
and text recognition across different types of online media. Grant Weller from Savvysherpa organized a panel
discussion on “Succeeding as an Early-Career Data Scientist in Today’s Industry”. The session featured Weller
himself as well as members of the data science community: Mattia Ciollaro from Spreemo Health, Reka Dan‐
iel-Weiner from Dstillery, and Ryan Roundy from Oracle. The conversation started off with each panel member discussing the methods and tools they use on a daily basis but then shifted towards team collaboration,
career planning, and advancement. The ASMBI Invited Talk was delivered by Christine Anderson-Cook from
Los Alamos National Laboratory. The session was chaired by Emmanuel Yaschin from IBM Research and the
discussants were Jennifer van Mullecom from Virginia Tech and Tom Donnelly from SAS.
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Tahir Ekin from Texas State University organized the student
poster presentations. Twenty students were selected based on
their abstracts to attend the conference to present their research
in a two-day poster session. We
were very pleased with the participation and it is important to note
that the poster rooms were full
on both days. We saw most of the
Poster session in action!
conference attendees interacting
with the students, as well as
many IBM Researchers from the building who stopped by but were not part of the conference. The twenty
selected students were fully funded for registration, meals, and lodging. There was a poster competition, in
which a set of judges selected five winners. The winners, announced by ISBIS President David Banks at the
gala, (in no specific order) were:
 Aki Nishimura, Duke University, “Sampling Discrete Parameters with Hamiltonian Dynamics: Discontinuous Hamiltonian Monte Carlo”
 Chih-Li Sung, Georgia Institute of Technology, “Multi-Resolution Functional ANOVA for Large-Scale, ManyInput Non-Linear Regression, Estimation, and Inference”
 Liangliang Zhang, Michigan State University, “Supervised Learning on the Progression of Alzheimer’s Disease Using a Multi-State Markov Model”
 Phyllis Wan, Columbia University, “Modeling Power Laws in Directed Social Networks”
 Zhaohu (Jonathan) Fan, Penn State University, “High-Dimensional Adaptive Function-on-Scalar Regression”

David Banks, Aki Nishimura

Chih-Li Sung

David Banks, L. Zhang

Phyllis Wan, David Banks

David Banks, Zhaohu Fan

One final element of the conference that made it uniquely memorable was the social and networking events,
both during the day and in the evenings. The welcome reception the night before the conference and the reception after the first night both took place at the conference hotel, the Holiday Inn Mt Kisco. On the
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second day of the conference, we had great spring weather that allowed for an outdoor barbeque lunch.
Attendees could admire IBM Research’s scenic location in the outdoor patio. The gala took place at the Lexington Square Café, which included a delicious three-course meal. Attendance was very good throughout all
the events - the gala is worth mentioning as over 80 people made an appearance!
The student travel grants and networking events were
made possible by the generous sponsorship of IBM Research, The Climate Corporation, Google, Facebook, and
the New England Statistical Society. We received heartfelt
thank you letters from the students for the support they
were provided which included comments such as: “the
conference was inspiring”, “during the poster session, I
received numerous insightful comments from professors,
researchers, and fellow students”, “I benefited greatly
from attending the talks”, and “I discovered many new
ideas”.
The ISBIS 2018 conference will be held in Athens, Greece.
Stefa Etchegaray and Julie Novak, on behalf of the Organizing Committee
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ISBIS-2017 in Pictures
Photographers: Marian Farah (USA) and Mark Riehl (USA)
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y-BIS at WSC-2017
y-BIS had a presence at the WSC-2017 in Marrakech, Morocco in July. It was through the organization of the
following Invited Paper Session:

Session IPS112: Young Researchers' Session on Functional Data Analysis
Organizers: Kristina Lurz and Nihan Acar-Denizli

Chair: Kristina Lurz

Speaker 1: Jeff Goldsmith
“Modeling motor learning using heteroskedastic functional principal components analysis”
Speaker 2: Jan Gertheiss
“Nonparametric variable selection and screening with a large number of functional predictors”
Speaker 3: José Luis Torrecilla
“Recursive variable selection for functional data based on maxima hunting"
Speaker 4: Nihan Acar-Denizli
“The evaluation of the performance of functional linear regression models on a remote sensing application”
Discussant: Pedro Delicado
There was a lively discussion following the presentations. We were pleased to have about 50 people in
attendance.

Left to right: Kristina Lurz, Pedro Delicado, Nihan Acar-Denizli, José Luis
Torrecilla, Jan Gertheiss, Jeff Goldsmith
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Upcoming ISBIS Co-Sponsored Conferences and Workshops
A y-BIS co-sponsored conference: Modern Methods in Insurance Pricing and Industrial Statistics, 3-5 Sep‐
tember, 2017 at Bu Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran. For details, please see http://thiele.au.dk/
events/conferences/2017/modernmethods/

An ISBIS co-sponsored capacity building Workshop on Times-to-Events and Time Series Data Analysis using
R at the Cochin University of Science and Technology, Cochin, India, December 15-18, 2017. For details, please see http://www.cusat.ac.in/view_news.php?id=1719

An ISBIS co-sponsored capacity building Workshop on Time Series Analysis in Data Science at
the University of Peradeniya, Kandy, Sri Lanka. For details, please see http://www.pgis.lk/assets/
courses/2017/ws_timeseries.pdf
An ISBIS co-sponsored Conference and Workshop on Statistical Methods in Finance hosted by the Chennai
Mathematical Institute (CMI), and Indian Statistical Institute - Chennai Center, Dec. 16-19, 2017.
Please see this website for details: http://www.cmi.ac.in/~sourish/StatFin2017/
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Conference on Modern Methods in Insurance Pricing and Industrial
Statistics
Sep 3-5, 2017, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran
Saturday, Sep 2
Opening Reception

11 a.m.

Workshops
1. Introduction to Machine Learning with Industrial Applications
2. Insurance Ratemaking with GLM using SAS

14.00-18.00
14:00-18:00

Room B
Room C

Sunday, Sep 3
Registration

8:00-

Opening ceremony
Keynote 1: Jens Perch Nielsen
Keynote 2: Ali Shojaie

8:00-9:00
9:00-9:40
9:40-10:20

Talk by sponsors
Coffee break
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION A
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION B
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION C

10:20-10:45
10:45-11:15
11:15-13:00
11:15-13:00
11:15-13:00

Lunch time
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION A
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION B
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION C
Coffee break

13:00-14:30
14:30-16:30
14:30-16:30
14:30-16:30
16:30-17:00

Shahid Chamran Hall
Room B
Room C

CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION A
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION B
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION C

17:00-19:00
17:00-19:00
17:00-19:00

Shahid Chamran Hall
Room B
Room C
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Monday, Sep 4
Registration

8:00-

Shahid Chamran Hall

Keynote 3: Amir Safari
Keynote 4: Soren Asmussen

8:00-8:40
8:40-9:20

Shahid Chamran Hall

Keynote 5: David Rios Insua
Coffee break
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION A
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION B
Workshop on Risk Management with Big Data
and Applications in Industry
Lunch time
Excursion in the city
Conference Dinner

9:20-10:00
10:00-10:30
10:30-13:00
10:30-13:00
10:30-13:30

Shahid Chamran Hall
Room B
Room C

13:00-14:30
14:30-20:30
20:30-23:30

Tuesday, Sep 5
Registration

8:00-

Keynote 6: Amin Hassanzadeh

8:00-8:40

Keynote 7: Gholamreza Nakhaeizadeh
Keynote 8: Hansjoerg Albercher
Keynote 9: Alireza Edalati
Coffee break
CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION A

8:40-9:20
9:20-10:00
10:00-10:40
10:40-11:00
11:00-13:00

Shahid Chamran Hall

CONTRIBUTED PAPER SESSION B
Goodbye ceremony
Conference Lunch

11:00-13:00
13:00-13:30
13:30-14:30

Room B
Shahid Chamran Hall
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y-BIS Special Journal Issues
Call for Papers
We are delighted to announce the forthcoming publication of two journal issues containing articles based on
talks to be presented at y-BIS-2017: Modern Methods in Insurance Pricing and Industrial Statistics, to be
held in Hamedan, Iran:


A special issue of the Journal of The Iranian Statistical Society (JIRSS) on “Modern Methods in Insurance
Pricing and Industrial Statistics” (Guest editors: Teresa Paula Costa Azinheira Oliveira and Kristina Lurz).
Further information can be obtained from the Call for Papers at http://jirss.irstat.ir/page/77/MIPIS2017



A special issue of the International Journal of Energy and Statistics on “Recent Advances of Energy Impact in Business and Industrial Statistics” (Guest editors: Rahim
Mahmoudvand and Paulo Canas Rodrigues). Further information can be obtained
from the Call for Papers at http://www.worldscientific.com/page/ijescallforpapers04

We look forward to your submissions!
Kristina Lurz and Rahim Mahmoudvand
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ISBIS Welcomes New Members
ISBIS is an international society dedicated to the promotion of business and industrial statistics worldwide. This is interpreted broadly
and includes industry and financial applications but also government
and health services among others. ISBIS is part of a family of international associations that operate under the umbrella of the International Statistical Institute (ISI).
Any individuals interested in joining the Society will find all the application materials at http://isbis-isi.org/membership.html.
ISBIS promotes applications, research,
and best current practices in business and industrial statistics, facilitates technology transfer, and fosters communications among members and practitioners worldwide. Check our
history as well as conferences and activities since 1989 (http://isbis-isi.org/).
A reminder to current members and potential new members that ISBIS provides a variety
of products and services as well as networking opportunities, including activities aimed at
promoting the careers of students and recent graduates. In particular, ISBIS features:



Biennial international conferences that cover case studies, applications, best practices, and state-of-the-art research developments, and attract participants from across
the world;



An active slate of regional conferences and workshops as well as meetings that are co-organized with local societies
to focus on the specific needs of the regions;



An international journal, Applied Stochastic Models in Business and Industry (ASMBI) with free on-line access to
ISBIS members (published by Wiley);



A regular newsletter, ISBIS News, sent by e-mail to all members and freely avail-able in the ISBIS website (http://
isbis-isi.org/publications.html);



35% discount for ISBIS members on all Wiley books;



A website http://isbis-isi.org/ that provides a broad range of information;



A Members-Only area with free access to ASMBI and ISBIS sponsored events;



A Young Statisticians’ group (y-BIS) created by ISBIS to facilitate communications among people starting their careers and to provide support in a variety of ways — jobs network, Help Desk, social networking site. (For more information, contact Tahir Ekin, Vice-President for y-BIS, at t_e18@txstate.edu).



Lowest rates at all official ISBIS events.

Any individuals interested in joining the Society will find all the application materials at http://isbis-isi.org/
membership.html.
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ISBIS Officers for 2017-2019
Executive Committee
President: Nalini Ravishanker (USA)
Nalini Ravishanker is Professor and Undergraduate Program Director in the Department of Statistics at University of Connecticut, USA. She is a Fellow of the
American Statistical Association. Her research interests include time series
modeling, time-to-events analysis, inference for stable processes, signal processing, and applications to differential geometry among others. Nalini has
been Editor, Theory and Methods, Applied Stochastic Models in Business and
Industry, since 2008; and Associate Editor of The American Statistician (since
2001) and Journal of Forecasting (since 1994). She has also served as Editorial
Board Member for the International Journal of Statistics and Systems (since
2005). She has published more than 60 research articles and a book.

President-Elect: Fabrizio Ruggeri (Italy)
Fabrizio Ruggeri is Research Director at CNR-IMATI, Milan, Italy, Adjunct Professor
at Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, Australia, and faculty member
of Ph.D. programs in Mathematics (Pavia-Milano Bicocca, Italy) and Statistics
(Valparaiso, Chile). His research interests include reliability, general statistical modelling with applications in industry, and Bayesian statistics. He just became ISI Vice
President until 2021. He is a former President of the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics (ENBIS) and of the International Society for Bayesian
Analysis (ISBA). Fabrizio has authored over 100 research articles, coauthored a
book on Bayesian Analysis of Stochastic Process Models and edited two volumes on
Bayesian Robustness, one on Statistics in Healthcare and a forthcoming one on Software Testing. In addition,
he also served as Editor of the ISBA Bulletin and Bayesian Analysis and is currently Editor-in-Chief of Applied
Stochastic Models in Business and Industry and of Wiley StatsRef. Fabrizio is Co-Director of the Applied
Bayesian Statistics summer school (ABS) and Chair of the Scientific Committee of the Bayesian Inference in
Stochastic Processes (BISP) series of workshops. Fabrizio has been a member of many committees, including
Savage Award, De Groot Award and Box Medal. He is a Fellow of both the American Statistical Association
and ISBA, and one of the first two recipients of the Zellner Medal, the most prestigious award conferred by
ISBA. He recently received the ISI Service Award.

21

ISBIS News — The Newsletter of the
International Society for Business and Industrial Statistics

Vice-President for Scientific Program: Irena Ograjenšek (Slovenia)
Irena Ograjenšek is Associate Professor of Statistics at the University of Ljubljana's
Faculty of Economics. She studied in the PhD programmes of the University of St.
Gallen (Switzerland) and Emory University (USA). Her research work at the level of an
organisation focuses on measurement of customer and employee loyalty, customer
and employee satisfaction, employer attitudes towards older workers, service quality,
as well as motivational and ecological capital of an organisation. At the level of industry/economy as a whole and region/country/group of countries she applies qualitative
and survey methodology when researching issues related to urban revitalization, competitiveness, economic growth and labour market. She is author or co-author of numerous scientific articles published at home and abroad. In the period 2015-2019 she is serving the professional statistical community as a Council Member of the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and Permanent
Office Member of the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics (ENBIS).

Vice-President for y-BIS: Tahir Ekin (USA/Turkey)
Tahir Ekin is Brandon Dee Assistant Professor of Quantitative Methods in McCoy College of Business, Texas State University. His research interests include Bayesian modeling, simulation- based stochastic optimization, and statistical medical fraud assessment. Tahir holds a Ph.D. in Decision Sciences from The George Washington University (GWU) and a B.S. in Industrial Engineering from Bilkent University, Turkey. His
work experience includes GWU, Integrated Management Services Consulting, IFCWorld Bank Group, Carlsberg and Procter & Gamble. In addition to being a member
of ISBIS and y-BIS since 2012, he has been active in INFORMS and ISBA.

Vice-President for Membership & Outreach: Daniel Jeske (USA)
Daniel Jeske is a Professor in the department of statistics at the University of California, Riverside (USA), where he served as the department chair during 2008-2015. He
holds a visiting investigator position at the City of Hope cancer hospital in Duarte,
California. He served on the board of directors for the American Statistical Association 2014-2016, and is the current editor-elect for The American Statistician. He is a
frequent attendee at the ISBIS conferences and is an Associated Editor for Applied
Stochastic Models in Business and Industry. His research interests include classification and prediction methodologies, longitudinal data, statistical process control
methodologies, biostatistics applications, and reliability modeling .
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Vice-President for Communications: Román Viveros-Aguilera (Canada)
Román Viveros-Aguilera is Professor of Statistics in the Department of Mathematics
and Statistics at McMaster University, Canada. He obtained a B.Math from Universidad Veracruzana and an MSc in Math from the Center for Research and Advanced
Studies, both from Mexico; and a PhD in Statistics from the University of Waterloo,
Canada. His interests include industrial statistics, reliability, quality control methods
and teaching statistics. His research articles have appeared in The Canadian Journal
of Statistics, Technometrics, Journal of Quality Technology, Journal of Chemometrics,
Statistics in Medicine and other journals. He served as coordinator of the Graduate
Program in Statistics at McMaster University for over four years. Román has also
served the Statistical Society of Canada (SSC) in various capacities: member of its Board of Directors; editor of
its newsletter Liaison; co-founder, Secretary and President of the Society’s Business and Industrial Statistics
Section; and President of the SSC. He was managing editor (2013-2016) of The Canadian Journal of Statistics.
In ISBIS, he served in the Council (2011-2015) and has been the editor of ISBIS News since 2013. Román received the Pierre Robillard Award for “the best Ph.D. thesis of the year in Canada” and the Distinguished Service Award, both from the Statistical Society of Canada, and the McMaster University Student Union Teaching
Award.

Council
Olawale Awe (Nigeria)
Olawale Awe teaches Statistics at the Department of Mathematics, Obafemi
Awolowo University, Nigeria. He holds an MBA (Finance) and Ph.D. (Statistics) from
Obafemi Awolowo University and University of Ibadan, Nigeria, respectively. He
was a visiting scholar and statistical collaborator at the Department of Statistics,
Virginia Tech, USA and BECCA Lab of the University of Pennsylvania, from September 2013 to September 2014. His research interests include time series analysis,
Bayesian econometrics and computational statistics. He has attended and presented papers in several international conferences and served as facilitator in several
capacity-building workshops in Nigeria. He was a training consultant for the International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA) on their Data Management Course, which had participants
from Congo, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Nigeria and Ghana. He is a member of several professional organizations including Nigerian Statistical Association, International Biometric Society, International Statistical Institute (ISI), International Society for Bayesian Analysis, and American Statistical Association. He is also a country
co-ordinator (Nigeria) in the International Statistical Literacy Program (ISLP) of ISI. He created the first LISA
2020 laboratory in Africa in October 2014.
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Narayana Balakrishna (India)
Narayana Balakrishna is a Professor in the Department of Statistics at Cochin University
of Science and Technology (CUSAT) in Cochin, India. He holds B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees
from Mangalore University, and M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees from University of Poona. He
has served as Head of the Department of Statistics at CUSAT. Professor Balakrishna has
held several visiting appointments, including Visiting Lecturer in the Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science at University of Waterloo, Canada, Visiting Scientist at the
School of Mathematics & Statistics at The University of Birmingham, England, and Visiting
Researcher in the Faculty of Electrical Engineering at Technical University of Dresden,
Germany and Visiting Professor at Michigan State University, USA. A Commonwealth Fellow and an Elected Member of the ISI, Professor Balakrishna received a UK India Education and Research Initiatives Fellowship and a Travel Grant for Commonwealth Scholars Networking from the British
Council. An active researcher and supervisor of graduate students, his research interests include time series analysis,
applications of stochastic processes, modeling of stochastic volatility, analysis of repairable systems, and chaotic time
series. Professor Balakrishna is a former editor of ISBIS News and currently an Associate Editor of Communications in
Statistics.

Paulo Canas Rodrigues (Finland/Brazil)
Paulo Canas Rodrigues is the Research Director of the CAST—Center for Applied Statistics
and Data Analytics, University of Tampere, Finland, and an Assistant Professor at the Federal University of Bahia, Brazil. He is also currently the Chairman of the Latin American
Regional Section (LARS) of the International Association for Statistical Computing (IASC),
Member of the Executive Committee of the IASC, Vice President of the Brazilian Region of
the International Biometric Society, and Council Member of the International Statistical
Institute. His past experience with ISBIS include being Vice-President for y-BIS Members
(2009-2011; 2011-2013) and chair of the y-BIS (Young Business and Industrial Statisticians,
2009-2011; 2011-2013). He is an Elected Member of the International Statistical Institute.
His editorial activities include serving as co-editor of the journal Biometrical Letters and as
managing editor of Statistics, Optimization and Information Computing. Paulo’s research interests focus on highdimensional data modeling, time series and singular spectrum analysis, robust statistics, quantitative genetics, big data
and visualization.

Yili Hong (USA/China)
Yili Hong is an Associate Professor in the Department of Statistics at Virginia Tech. He received a
BS in statistics in 2004 from University of Science and Technology of China, and his MS in statistics in 2005 and PhD in statistics in 2009 from Iowa State University. His research focuses on statistical reliability, including lifetime data analysis, field failure prediction, accelerated life test
planning, accelerated degradation data analysis, system health monitoring, and applications in
engineering, chemistry and material sciences. His research has been published in journals such
as Technometrics, Annals of Applied Statistics, Journal of the American Statistical Association,
Journal of Quality Technology, and IEEE Transactions on Reliability. He is one of the recipients of
the 2011 DuPont Young Professor Award and won the 2016 Frank Wilcoxon Prize for best practical application paper in Technometrics. He currently serves as an associate editor for Technometrics and Journal of Quality Technology. He is a co-guest editor for a special issue on big data in reliability for Journal of
Quality Technology. He is an elected member of International Statistical Institute.
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Birger Stjernholm Madsen (Denmark)
After earning his Master of Science in Statistics and Mathematics, Birger Stjernholm
acquired several years of experience as an industrial statistician at major Danish companies, including Carlsberg Research Laboratories (Brewing), Novo Nordisk (Pharma),
and Coloplast (Medical Devices). Since 2008 he has worked for Novozymes (a world
leader in biotechnology). He also gained experience in other areas, including national
statistics. His main areas of interest are Statistical Process Control (SPC), Design of Experiments (DOE), Measurement Uncertainty, Survey Sampling, Sampling Inspection,
Operations Research, Data Mining, Neural Networks, Data Editing and Imputation, SAS
System, and Teaching/Communicating Statistics. His academic experience includes
several years as External Associate Professor at University of Copenhagen where he has been officially appointed an external examiner. Birger is the author of the elementary book Statistics for Non-Statisticians,
Springer 2011. The book focuses on statistical methods that are most useful for practical statistical work. The
book has also been published in Danish, 2nd edition, Samfundslitteratur, 2012. Birger is an elected member of
ISI. He is a member of ISBIS, IASE and IASS. He has been particularly active in the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics (ENBIS) where he has served as Vice President 2006-2007, Chair of the Working
Group on Measurement Uncertainty 2001-2007, and Council member since 2011. He is also a member of the
Danish Statistical Society, serving as Board member since 2012.

Rahim Mahmodvand (Iran)
Rahim Mahmoudvand is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Statistics, BuAli Sina University, Hamedan, Iran, and a Visiting Professor in the Department of Statistics, Federal University of Bahia, Salvador, Brazil. He received his PhD in Statistics
from the Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran. Rahim serves as member of the
editorial board of Statistics, Optimization and Information Computing. He published
several papers on time series and actuarial sciences. His current research interests
include singular spectrum analysis, time series analysis, actuarial sciences and applied statistics.

Julie Novak (USA)
Julie Novak is a research staff member in the Statistical Analysis and Forecasting
group at IBM Research. She received her B.S. degree in Mathematics from McGill University in 2011 and her Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania in 2015. Her dissertation work focused on Bayesian Hierarchical Modeling for Missing Data in Marketing. Since joining IBM, her research activities have included improving methodology for forecasting revenue in a hierarchical business setting as well as improving
effectiveness of marketing campaigns for large corporations. Her peer-reviewed publications also include work in causal inference and in experimental design. She was
part of the organizing committee of the ISBIS 2017 “Statistics in Business Analytics”
conference at IBM Research in New York. She has also taught a Machine Learning course at Columbia University in 2017 while at IBM Research.
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Changsoon Park (South Korea)
Changsoon Park is a full professor at Chung-Ang University in Korea. After completing
his Ph. D. in Statistics from Virginia Tech in 1984, he began his professional career with
the Department of Statistics at Chung-Ang University. Changsoon visited Virginia Tech
during 1990-1991 and 1998 as a visiting associate professor and professor, respectively, and Purdue University during 2006 as a visiting professor. His primary research interests are on statistical process control, robust design of experiments, and structural
equation modeling. He is a member of the American Statistical Association, the American Society for Quality, and a lifetime member of the Korean Statistical Society and
the Korean Society for Quality Management. In 2015 he was elected President of the Korean Statistical Society.

Ex-Officio Council Members
Webmaster: Lindsay Berry (USA)
Lindsay Berry is a third year PhD student in the Department of Statistical Science at
Duke University. Lindsay works under the guidance of Dr. Mike West on Bayesian
forecasting of large-scale time series of counts. She is currently a research assistant
for 84.51°, where her research is applied to demand forecasting for Kroger owned
supermarkets. Before coming to Duke, Lindsay got her BS in Mathematics from the
University of Texas at Austin. At UT, she completed an undergraduate thesis with Dr.
Peter Mueller in the area of adaptive clinical trial design.

Editor-in-Chief of ASMBI: Fabrizio Ruggeri (Italy)

Editor of ISBIS News: Román Viveros-Aguilera (Canada)
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News and Other Announcements
ITALY
Fabrizio Ruggeri Receives the ISI Service Award
ISI President, Pedro Luis do Nascimento Silva, presented the ISI Service Award to
Fabrizio Ruggeri at the Award Ceremony held on Friday July 21, 2017, during the
61st ISI World Statistical Congress in Marrakech, Morocco. The honor was “For
outstanding and dedicated leadership and service as SPC Chair for ISI-2017, 61st
WSC”. The ISI Service Awards are given for outstanding service to the ISI and the
statistical community. The winners are selected every two years by the ISI Executive Committee and the awards are presented during the World Statistical Congress (WSC). The ISI Awards Committee has the opportunity to suggest candidates. Fabrizio is an ISBIS member with a long record of service, most notably as
Editor-in-Chief of the Society’s research journal Applied Stochastic Models in Business and Industry and as its
President-Elect for 2017-2019 (President 2019-2021).
______________________________________________________________________________________

Editor’s Notes
Dear ISBIS members,
The summer issue of ISBIS News in odd years brings news of renewal in the ISBIS Executive and Council. Short
bios and pictures of all the 2017-2019 officers are published on pp. 21-26. I express my gratitude to David
Banks for his leadership over the past two years and for his support for ISBIS News. And welcome Nalini Rav‐
ishanker as our new President.
In addition, a striking feature of this issue is the strength and breadth of ISBIS activities just concluded or
forthcoming. I am particularly grateful to Julie Novak and Beatriz Etchegaray Garcia for their time in writing
the article on the New York ISBIS-2017 conference highlights. Julie and Beatriz were also key members of the
conference Organizing Committee. Our gratitude also goes to Marian Farah and Mark Riehl who took and
cleaned the ISBIS-2017 conference pictures included in this issue.
y-BIS-2017 is around the corner and the conference organizers are working hard to round-up the program. I
would like to thank Rahim Mahmoudvand for putting together the schematic structure of the program.
Thanks to Yili Hong and David Steinberg for their constant great help with ISBIS News.
My gratitude to everyone who contributed to this issue.
Román Viveros-Aguilera, Editor of ISBIS News
This newsletter was produced in Microsoft Publisher 2010; layout: Román Viveros-Aguilera.
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